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Contribution of Metagaming to Digital Game Magazines:
The Case of Participation by Users/Readers of the Weekly Famitsu

TOMINAGA, Kyoko

This study focused on metagames in the case of video game users’ participation in video game
magazines. Previous research on video games focused on communication by users outside the
cyberspace from a metagaming perspective. The author reviewed previous studies on video game
and readers’ contributions to magazines/newspapers.

In this research, the author collected document data of weekly Famitsu and interview data of
participants who contributed to the magazine. From the data, we considered users’ contribution
to video game magazines as metagames, which have transformed from the idea of “games without
games” to “games around games” in the study of metagaming. Users participate in the game with
the motivation that others will recognize their contribution.

This paper argues that users actively participate in video game magazines, and that this activeness
sometimes changes the rules of metagaming. Moreover, it was found that users’ contribution
to magazines created cohesiveness because of the desire for recognition from editors and other

participants.
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