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Declaration/Practice of a *““Collective Model”
in the Performing Arts:
What Does it Mean for Artwork to be Created Collectively?

SHIBATA, Junro

Theories of art production, while prolific in discussions on the acquisition and maintenance of
artists’ identities, have so far implicitly presumed an “individual model” in which the subject of art
production is automatically understood to be an individual person. On the other hand, collective art
production in the art world has been explored, and there have been cases in which the “collective
model” has been explicitly examined. This paper analyzes the relationship between the declaration
of subject and actual practice through a case study of performing arts organization S and its leader A,
who have recently expressed a shift toward a more “collective model” despite their earlier display of
“individual model” traits. Group S, which expressed an orientation toward the “collective model,” in
fact engaged in decentralized art production practices; however, they also maintained parts of their
original “individual model,” showing how the “individual model” and the “collective model” can be
used interchangeably and simultaneously in both expression and practice. Results were indicative of
A’s orientation toward the “collective model” aiding her in her artistic career, as the expression of the

“collective model” itself was meaningful to A in her “production process’ as well as in “evaluation.”
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