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The Construction Process of “Yuri” Genre:
A Conceptual Analysis in Sociology of the Creators in Doujin Works

KAMIMURA, Taro

This paper examines the construction process of the “yuri” genre, focusing on intimate relationships
between women that are invisibilized within heterosexual norms. To overcome the lack of attention
paid to the constructiveness of the genre and the neglect of creators in previous research, this
study analyzes narratives from doujin creators from the 1990s to the 2000s from the perspective of
conceptual analysis in sociology. The analysis reveals that after the practice of depicting intimate
relationships between women, distinct from male-gazed lesbian pornography, had become established
in doujin works based on shared concepts, the classification concept “yuri” emerged. This enables
a broader social practice revolving around representation and practice, thereby constructing a genre.
These findings suggest the methodological utility of the conceptual analysis in sociology in genre

studies and the potential within the “yuri” genre to serve as a catalyst for changes in gender orders.
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