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Resurgence of Kakube-Jishi Child Performance
Reconsidering the Construction of Contemporary Childhood from Rural Discourses

MOTOMORI, Eriko

This paper attempts to reconstruct the postwar history of the kakube-jishi child performance that
originated in Tsukigata, Niigata, Japan, and to thus provide an alternative history of childhood(s).
This performing art was criticized as “cruelty to children” and disappeared during the prewar period.
However, it was restored as part of the preservation of folk performing arts, and has now become the
identity of the small village of Tsukigata in an era of community invigoration and tourism. First, the
Preservation Group needed to draw on the modern norm of child protection to calm neighbors who
opposed them. Recently, the group has had to care for the will and bodies of children in response
to excessive demand from the community. The intertwining of the various norms and realities of

childhood make us reflect on typical simple, linear/dichotomous historical views.
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