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“Workers’ Culture”” and Labor Research in the Sociology of Work:
Insights from the Autobiographical Texts of Hirosuke Kawanishi

MATSUNAGA, Shintaro - NAGATA, Daisuke

Hirosuke Kawanishi, a founder of the Japan Association of Labor Sociology, examined the history
of the sociology of work in Japan. In this article, we examine why he so named the discipline, which
focuses on the labor phenomenon in terms of sociology and the sociology of work, and the type of
possibility it originally had.

Kawanishi started his research with a criticism of Japanese-style management discourses. In
reviewing his works, we focus on the various academic disciplines he considered to construct the
sociology of work and what investigations he actually conducted. By the term sociology of work,
Kawanishi intended to take over the tradition of labor study in sociology and formulate it as a human
science for workers. In his concrete studies, he investigated labor unions and emphasized external
management-external functions, rather than management-internal functions, which are underlined by
economics. Furthermore, he employed qualitative research methods and attempted to describe the
“workers’ culture” to accomplish the missions of human science. These methods and themes should
be modified and taken over in the sociology of work, even in a period in which labor unions have lost

their presence.
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