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From Education Emphasizing Development to Education
Emphasizing Participation
Hachioji School for Children with Intellectual Disabilities in the 1970°s and 1980’s
Tomohisa HORI

The objective of this paper is to examine whether or not teachers have brought about a transformation in education
per se and in the manner in which it is provided in terms of striving to enable children to attend regular schools and their
involvement with those children based on the history of educational practices at the Hachioji School for Children with
Intellectual Disabilities.

Starting in the 1980s, teachers at the school were forced to seek out a new form of educational practices that
enabled all children to participate in classes instead of those based primarily on intellectual development premised on group
learning according to the children’s stage of development. As a result, two new forms of learning were implemented consisting
of “Integrated Studies” and “Manufacturing Learning”.

These “Integrated Studies” and “Manufacturing Learning” programs enable teachers to conduct classes that allow
all children to learn together, including children with intellectual disabilities, irrespective of their level of development. These
programs provide a more comprehensive educational curriculum and have the potential to aggressively redefine educational

activities by ensuring opportunities for developing relationships based on “care” to others.
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