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Relationship Formation among Young Precarious Workers
A case study of spontaneous gatherings mediated
by a youth employment support center
NIITA, Noriko

This paper introduces a case study of spontaneous gatherings of young men formed through the mediation of
a youth employment support center. In doing so, we clarify the experiential world of young precarious workers who have
almost no other social relations and who depend on their parents financially in their daily lives. Few previous studies have
focused on young people in this situation. None of the young men who participated in the gathering had other social groups
where they were treated as regular members. As such, the implicit consent of unwritten rules was shared among them so no
one would be excluded. In this gathering, in which none of the participants was in regular employment, as the young men
discovered differences between themselves and others, they were finally able to construct a self-identity. Nevertheless, this
was a temporary phenomenon that was abandoned when the center was closed. While forming a transient and fragile gathering
that relied upon the support center, the young men were attempting to protect and maintain their self-identity within a state of

“precarious employment.”
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