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Ascribing Vocabularies of Motive on Suicide & Imputing
Responsibility with Psychiatric Knowledge as Ethno-method
FUJIWARA, Nobuyuki

Psychiatric knowledge of depression to express as a cause of suicide is sometimes criticized because
it assists ascribing responsibility of a family member’ s suicide to suicide survivors. The criticism is, however,
somewhat superficial a point of view from today’ s sociological studies around medicalization. As a result of
considering activities of a suicide survivor who has emphasized to well take care of her mother-in-law as a suicide
victim, she has rejected to ascribe herself responsibility of the suicide, with referring psychiatric knowledge of
depression. Her way of using the knowledge is, however, to connect with her local activities and knowledge.
A possibility of promoting psychiatric knowledge on suicide prevention should be depend on lay people when
they try to ascribe vocabularies of motive on suicide and to impute responsibility of suicide by using psychiatric

knowledge. This paper thought her activity and the possibility.
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