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“Korean School Community” and Ethnic Identity:
A Study Using an Interview Survey among Students at Korean Schools
CHO, Kyongho

The purpose of this study is to understand the characteristics of students at Korean schools, one of
several ethnic schools in Japan. This study was carried out using interview surveys on students at Korean schools,
and respondents to the survey are current students at Korean schools. Previous studies have pointed out that
students at Korean schools have an ethnic pride, and find a mirror for their best self in people living in the Korean
peninsula. It was also noted that they differ from the other young Koreans in Japan as far as identity conflicts
are concerned. These points are, however, irrelevant and out of date. Previous studies have been affected by the
motivating factor for the establishment of these Korean schools. Korean schools at that time had been established
to prepare students for their return to the Korean peninsula. After the generational change among Koreans in
Japan, “ethnic pride” has been overshadowed as the driving force among current students at Korean schools.
Adoration for the Korean peninsula is no longer the motivating factor of these students. The results of this survey
reveal that they have an affirmative feeling about themselves and their ethnicity. This is because they belong to a

“Korean School Community” that expands and forms hubs through Korean schools.
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