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Photography as a Medium of Memory

Development from Roland Barthes's Concept of “Punctum”

TSUNODA, Ryuichi

The purpose of this paper is to investigate sociologically the relationship between experiences of seeing
photographs and memory. To achieve this subject, I examine Roland Barthes’s lastest book “La chambre Claire”
(1980). The book dealt with the concrete mode of experiences of seeing photographs from the perspective of
original phenomenological methodology, and he also deeply pursued temporality accompanying the experiences.
Therefore, these points serve our purpose. Especially, we focus on his concept of “punctum” which denotes the
unique experience of seeing photographs. We reconsider this concept in relation to the standpoint of memory
and reconstruct it sociologically. Through this work, we clarify the three phases: the phase of memory involving
experiences of seeing photographs, the phase of memory expanding radially to social level, and the phase of

relationship between memory and temporality accompanying experiences of seeing photographs.
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