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Fragmentations of Urban Planning Administrations in the Philippines’
Deconcentration Efforts
toward the pursuit of unified regional development under decentralized governance

TAKAHASHI, Kaoko

Since the 1980s, many governments in developing countries have welcomed an idea of deconcentrating
centralized decision-making/implementation structures through the adoption of devolution and democratization
policies. In the Philippines, a series of deconcentration efforts have provided a great impetus to the strengthening
of local autonomy and the promotion of civil society’s engagements. It was expected that such renewed arrangement
would have formulated the creation of democratic decentralized governance. Nonetheless reality proves different
that disparities in services and treatments among localities have critically widened, disclosing fragmentations of
urban planning administrations. In order to alleviate current fragmented conditions and realize unified regional
development under decentralized governance, it necessarily calls for the establishment of a cross-boundary
planning mechanism which should respect local autonomy while coordinating various interests of diverse stake-

holders.
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