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Experience of Job Interviews in Prewar Japan

The structual and imaginary powers acted in the job interviews

FUKUI, Yasutaka

This paper proposes the ideal typical character of job interviews in 1920’ s - 1930’ s from the standpoint
of symbolic interaction theory which is interpreted as the power theory.

As candidate’ s personality became important index for employability, employers focused on it. The
author points out that the participants of a job interview focused on their visible expressions in order to recognize
and show the opaqueness of personality. And this paper analyzes the job interview into two aspects: the objective
structure that allots participants asymmetrically ( “mechanism I " ) and the subjective process that they are on an
equal footing ( “mechanism II" ). I emphasize that the later mechanism gives the chance affecting the decision to

pass or fall to candidates and the doubt that candidates camouflage the genuineness of ability to employers.
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