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The Logic of Movement for Supporting Local Line
Referring to the Dis-Continuance Problem of Hitachi Dentetsu Line
SAITO, Yasunori

As a result of the abolition of supply-and-demand adjustment regulation by the revision of railway
enterprise act in 2000, free withdrawal of a railway corporation is admitted legally, and continuance-
discontinuance problems of local lines are being discussed in many provinces. This paper takes up the
discontinuance of the Hitachi Dentetsu Line, and argues the process of the movement by high school students
and residents, making analytical epochs as follows: (1) the announcement of the discontinuance plan by Hitachi
Dentetsu Co. and the formation of ‘High School Student Council Alliance,” (2) the organization of ‘Citizen Forum’
and the admission of the discontinuance plan by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, (3) giving up
the continuance by Hitachiota City and the duration and change of the movement. Then this paper makes clear
‘the logic of continuance’ constructed by students and residents, which was opposed to the railway corporation
pursuing profitability and safety and the local governments seeking impartiality of benefit and burden. ‘The logic
of continuance’ can lead to the railway corporation by citizen investment for supporting lives of the young and
the old in the face of ‘the crisis of life sphere,” which was caused by the reduction of the service domain of the

corporation and the government.
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