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Preface

This book is based almost entirely on two lectures delivered by Prof. Emad Abou
Ghazi (‘Imad Badr al-Din Abii Ghazi, Director of the Supreme Council of Culture,
Associate Professor of Cairo University) during his stay in Japan. The first lecture was
given on November 3, 2007 at the Hongo Campus of the University of Tokyo, and the
second one was delivered on November 6, at the Kansai-Kan of the National Diet Library.
Besides these two lectures, Prof. Abii Ghazi also held two seminars on Arab Archives and
Arab History at the University of Tokyo's Faculty of Letters. This visit to Japan was
enabled by the sponsorship of the NIHU Program Islamic Area Studies, and staff was
provided by the Kansai-Kan of the National Diet Library and the Global COE Program
Development and Organization of Death and Life Studies.

- ‘Prof. Abii Ghaz originally studied at the Faculty of Letters’ Department of History at

Cairo University, and one of ‘his most enthusiastic topics of study at the time was,
surprisingly enough,- “Modem Japanese History”. He studied under the guidarice - of
renowned professors such as the late Muhammad Anis and the late Raiif ‘Abbas. Then he
moved to the Graduate School of the Department of Library, Archival and Information
Studies; at Cairo University, where he obtained his Ph.D. This may seem unexceptional,
but acquiring a firm grasp of historical studies and then moving on to master archival
studies actually made for an unusual career. In the Department of Archives, Prof. Abil
Ghazi studied under the foremost expert of this field, the late ‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim '. His
Ph.D. thesis was titled Dirasa Diblimatiya fi Watha'iq al-Bay‘ min Amrak Bayt al-Mal ft
‘Asr al-Mamalik al-Jarakisa ma‘a Tahqiq wa-Nashr Ba‘d al-Wathé'iq al-Jadida ft Arshifat
al-Qahira (A Diplomatic Study on Documents Concemning Sales .of Assets from the
National Treasury During the Circassian Mamluk - Period, ‘With New Editions  of
Documents from:the Cairo Archives). This thesis bore fruit in the publication of his
celebrated F7 Ta'rikh Misr al-ljtima ‘i: Tatawwur al-Hiydza al-Zird ‘Tya zaman al-Mamalik
al-Jardkisa (On Egyptian Social History: Progress of Agricultural Land Possession in the
Circassian Mamluk Period)®. The book, which dealt with so-called rizaq documents for the

first time, garnered high ésteem and significantly influenced researchers all over the




world®. In addition, he published several works, such as Titman Bay: al-Sultan al-Shahid,
and al-Judhar al-1a'rikhiva li-Azma al-Nahda fi Misr (Historical Roots of the Danger of
Nahda in Egypt)*. Ever since, he has investigated not only documents dated from the
Mamluk period to the Ottoman period, but also those from modern times, extending the
scope of his study’.

We cannot overlook the other well-known aspect of Professor Abii. Ghazi’s career; he
has been intensely engaged in cultural administration at the Egyptian Ministry of Culture,
and he is now the Director of the Supreme Council of Culture. The Council stands on a
corner of the Cairo Opera House, and looks as if it aims to create a liberated zone, a safe
haven for young artists and people of culture, a refuge to protect them. Professor Abia
Ghazi has devoted himself entirely to the efforts of genuine cultural promotion, and
supported these efforts eamnestly. Moreover, he has a profound knowledge of the arts,
especially sculpture, and has presented research in this field as well®.

The lectures presented herein reflect precisely these two main arcs of his career. The
first lecture, titled “Archives and the Study of Arab Civilization in the Middle Ages™,
carefully traces the history of Arabic documents up until his periods of specialty, around
the Mamluks. Furthermore, it includes a commentary on rizag documents, which became
known worldwide as a result of his investigations. The section on the broad outline of
archival studies is very useful for obtaining a general view of the academic traditions
accumulated by the Department of Archive Studies of Cairo University. Also, the latter
part concerning rizag documents is of his unrivaled sphere, and no one else in the world
can depict these documents as knowledgeably as him. Here, he exhibits the full wide range
of his scholarly experiences both in archival and historical studies.

The second lecture reflects his activities in the field of cultural administration, and is
titled “Modern Cultural Institutions in Egypt”. The chosen venue, appropriately enough,
was the Kansai-Kan of the National Diet Library, and his lecture constituted a part of the
Library’s training program. This presentation will also serve as a valuable resource for the
study of the administration, institutions, and history of modern Egyptian culture.

Finally, please allow me to mention personal matters. Professor Abii Ghazi and I
became acquainted with each other in the late 80°s during my study at Cairo University,

through Professor ‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim. I still remember Professor Ibrahim emphatically




telling me that he had taught everything he had to Professor Abii Ghazi. Regarding his
character, Professor Abii Ghazi is warmhearted and full of tolerance and magnanimity. At
the same time, his consistent way of life attracts many people. He cherishes life, even that
of animals, and it is perhaps therefore that he seemed happiest at the moment when a herd
of deer, grazing out in the open, surrounded him in the ancient Japanese capital of Nara.

I am grateful to Dr. Daisuké Igarashi and to Dr. Kaoru Yamamoto for their help in
editing this book, and preparing the Japanese summary.

2011.3.3
Tetsuya Ohtoshi

Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology

The University of Tokyo

! Concerning Professor ‘Abd al-Lafif Ibrahim on Archival Studies, see Tetsuya Ohtoshi, “Professor ‘Abd
al-Lafif [brahim on Archival Studies”, Historical Review of Yamagata University, vol. 16, 1996.

? ‘Imad Badr al-Din Abi Ghazi, F7 Ta rikh Misr al-Ijtima ‘i: Tatawwur al-Hiyaza al-Zira ‘iya zaman
al-Mamalik al-Jarakisa, al-Qahira, 2000.

* This book was reviewed by Daisuke Igarashi in Toyo Gakuho (vol. 83-4, 2002). Recently, Wakako
Kumakura has based her research on the historical materials referenced therein. Wakako Kumakura,
“Administration of Egyptian Land Documents in the Last Mamliik Period: Land Survey Register of the
Mamlik Dynasty recorded in the Daftar Jayshi from the Early Ottoman Period, Ochanomizu Shigaku, vol.
53,2009, ibid., “New Soufces for the Historical Study of Land Institutions in the Mamlik Period, Annals of
Japan Association for Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 25-2, 2009.

4 ?’ﬁm&n Bay: al-Sulg&n al-Shahid, al-Qahira, 1999, al-Judhir al-Ta rikhiya li-Azma al-Nahda fi Misr,
al-Qahira, 2000.

* “Tatawwur al-Hiyaza al-Zira’Tya fi Misr fi ‘ Asr al-Mamalik al-Jarakisa”, al-Majalla al-Ta rikhiya
al-Misriya, 39, 1996, “Watha’iq Bayt al-Mal f1 al- Arshif al-Misti”, Majalla Kulliya al-Adab, Jami‘a
al-Qahira, 57-4, 1997, “Mulahazat ‘ala Awda © Nizam al-Qada’ fT ‘ Asr al-Mamalik fI Daw’ Dirasa
Diblumatiya li-Wathiqatay Waqf™, Majalla Kulliya al-Adab, Jami ‘a al-Qahira, 58-2, 1998, “Dirasa fi [jra’
at Bay* Amlak Bayt al-Mal fi ‘Asr al-Mamalik al-Jarakisa f1 Daw’ al-Watha’iq al-Diblumatiya”, Majalla
Kulliya al-Adab, Jami ‘a al-Qahira, 58-4, 1998, “Tasa’ulat hawla Ta’rikh Tawalla al-Ashraf Janbulat
li-al-Saltana fi Daw’ Wathiqa Diblimatiya bi-Dar al-Wéthé’iq al-Qawmiya bi-al-Qahira”, Majalla
al-Maktabat wa-al-Ma ‘limat al- ‘Arabiya, 1998, “Mulahazat “al4 Ikhtisasat al-* Amilin 1 Bayt al-Mal
wa-Musammayati-him f1 ‘ Asr al-Mamilik al-Jarakisa”, Annales Islamologiques, 34, 2000, etc.

6 Tt is well known that he is a descendant of the celebrated sculptor Mahmiid Mukhtar (1891- 1934).
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3 “Tatawwur al-Hiyaza al-Zira’Tya fi Misr fi ‘Asr al-Mamalik al-Jarakisa”, al-Majalla al-Ta rikhiya al-Misriya, 39,
1996, “Watha’iq Bayt al-Mal fi al-Arshif al-Misri”, Majalla Kulliya al-Adab, Jami‘a al-Qahira, 57-4, 1997,
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