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Abstract

Do fictions not told by character-narrators like Huckleberry Finn or Hermann
Karlovich need narrators distinct from their authors? The answer “Yes” to this
question has become a dogma of narrative theory, a first principle for students and
teachers, and a minimal mark of literary sophistication. I aim to show that the claim
that narrators are always necessary is confused, false, and harmful to criticism,
teaching, and the experience of reading fiction.
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