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¥ Summer Program 2022 diary
QING Xin, CHUA Sherrene, GUAN Yifei, YIP Ren Wei, VOGT

Alexander Bob

Day 1 - 16th September

Our first day started a bit earlier for me as I
was scheduled for the breakfast shift. Due to
this, Yuki CFHHE%E) and I started preparing
scrambled eggs, toast, bacon, and cut fruit for
the whole team. Despite growing up in a
large family, preparing food for 12 people is
always a challenge. Luckily, everyone got
enough to eat so we could start our first day
energized and prepared for a lot of exploring.
Our first checkpoint was next door to our
accommodation at the Tokoro Research
Laboratory (BERZFH HFEE iRt). The lab
consists of a local museum (A5 =& A
Bi%IGE), and workspace for researchers from
the University of Tokyo as well as local team
members to conduct extensive anthropological
and archaeological research. Within this
facility, Kumaki-sensei greeted us with the
warmest welcomes and opened our program
with an introductory lecture on the Hokkaido
region and how the area in Tokoro, located by
the Okhotsk Sea, fits into the larger Japanese
archipelago. Especially the explanation of the
eras, from Paleolithic, Jomon, Epi-Jomon, and
the Satsumon as well as Okhotsk cultures,

were integral for understanding the unique

EYRERZ
(& C2EE L £ 9 —[CTEUBEMDMES ZZ (T 28 E)

development the island of Hokkaido and its
inhabitants have undergone since the
Neolithic period. This included, but was not
limited to, unique pottery and housing
structures and remnants found in the area of
the Tokoro River. Through this lecture, we
were able to gain the necessary knowledge
to comprehend the exhibits and stations
throughout the week.

After Kumaki-san's lecture, he was kind
enough to walk us through the attached
museum, and explain the origin and significance
of the artifacts. We were even privileged to
watch local restoration experts restore
Satsumon period pottery remains in the lab.
Following this, we ended up exploring the
area around the research center, taking a look
at the reconstructions of local pit-dwellings. It
was fascinating to step into one of these
reconstructions, getting a glimpse of what life
over a millennia ago was like on the island of
Hokkaido.

In the Tokoro Archeological Museum (4t &1
& 2 AHEPFOAE), we were able to view a spatial
reconstruction of time and history and were
guided through the periods and cultures
mentioned in Kumaki-san's lecture. Despite
being a small, municipal museum, all exhibits
featured an English interactive translation
that could be accessed through our mobile
phones. Thus everyone could follow regardless
of their Japanese skills.

After the educational program, we ended up
driving to Saroma Lake and decided to rent
bikes and drive along the dunes between
Saroma Lake and the Sea of Okhotsk. The
lush, verdant hills framed by the lake with
mountains, and the sea with its black shoreline
were a sight that will be cherished for the
years to come. After our hour-long bike tour,
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we ended up returning to the lodge, where
Charlie (QING Xin) and Fay (GUAN Yifei)
prepared a delicious meal consisting of fried
rice, cabbage, a tofu-tomato stew, and
teriyaki chicken. After cleaning up, we ended
up sitting in the kitchen and chatting and
getting to know each other better. All in all, a
good, and eventful day came to an end, with
many more to follow.

(VOGT Alexander Bob)

Day 2 - 17th September

After a hearty and warm udon breakfast
prepared by Charlie and Fay, we set off on
our 2-hour road trip. Our destination was the
Shiretoko Peninsula, a World Heritage site
known for its virtually untouched landscapes
and unique wildlife. On the way, we stopped
by a few sites and museums, including a wild
flower reserve (/N&KEAFER) and Shiretoko
Museum (FEHTZHIREDAE)

The Shiretoko Museum was holistic and
complete in the sense that it contained
exhibits detailing both the natural wonders
and the cultural history of the surrounding
areas. We were able to learn not only about
the bears, deer, foxes, eagles, and seals that
are native to Hokkaido, but also how people
across the ages learned to coexist with them.
Personally, I really enjoyed seeing all the

specimens of animals and insects in the
museum, because the vastness and diversity
of the wildlife could be appreciated even
though a lot of these animals are usually
difficult to observe in the wild. We were also
able to identify some smaller and more
common animals like butterflies, deer, and
certain birds while looking through the
exhibition, which was fascinating.

I cannot retell the events of this day without
mentioning our lunch. Hokkaido's reputation
for seafood pushed my expectations quite
high, but I wasn’t disappointed at all. We
were able to try several seafood dishes
including ruibe, a traditional Ainu way of
preparing salmon half-frozen. I personally
didn't order ruibe, but someone described it
as “Ice cream and fish combined, in a good
way”. All the seafood and fish melted in the
mouth (literally, in the case of ruibe), and I
was left very satisfied and ready to take on
Shiretoko National Park.

Even though the weather wasn’'t really
cooperating with us — it was raining
intermittently throughout the day — getting
to see some of the natural wonders of
Shiretoko National Park was definitely my
highlight of the day. The elevated walkway
along the Shiretoko Goko Lakes really
showcased the vast landscapes of Shiretoko,



all the way from the mountains to the sea,
and the atmosphere was amazing. Luckily,
when we arrived at Oshinkoshin Waterfall,
the rain had stopped, so we were able to enjoy
our time outdoors. Other than the natural
environment of Shiretoko, I was impressed
by the care and attention that was put into
conserving the area from human influence;
simple requests like being careful about
bringing in ‘alien species’ from outside the
park, or not straying from the set viewing
paths. One day is not nearly enough to explore
this vast area, and I would love to be back in
the futurel!

(CHUA Sherrene)

Day 3 - 18th September

Early in the morning of the 18th, we visited
the Abashiri Local Museum (#d7E 1 37 %5
+ 1% fE). One of Eastern Hokkaido's oldest
museums, it features archaeological materials
unearthed by Kioe Yonemura, otherwise
known for his discovery of the Moyoro Shell
Mound, a central landmark in Abashiri.
Towering seal taxidermies, metre-long sea
turtles, a wealth of entomological specimens
and a veritable treasure trove of Japanese
household items fascinated us for hours -
though our next destination, the Moyoro Shell
Mound, would prove equally compelling.
True to its name, the Moyoro Shell Mound
contains tens of thousands of shells and bones
(human or otherwise), providing us with
greater insight into the dietary habits of
Hokkaido's erstwhile inhabitants as well as
the variety and complexity of Hokkaido's
marine fauna. Huddled together in the cold of
an Ainu cabin replica, with sealskin lining
wooden benches and pots of seafood bubbling
on roaring fires, one could imagine the lives,
replete with their liberties and privations, of
the Ainu people in the late 1800s.

Our appetites for knowledge sated momentarily,
we moved to fill our stomachs with fiery,
melt-in-your-mouth wagyu beef curries at
Bihoro Toge Pass, taking in its desolate

landscape as we negotiated rocky cliffs. We
wondered how the inhabitants of Hokkaido
were able to survive in this harsh climate, a
question which only deepened as we moved
on to explore the Bihoro museum, which
functions as an ethnographic record of the
local populace: who they were, how they
lived and how they prospered through a
combination of diligence, luck and human
ingenuity.
As we looked through the exhibits, an answer
emerged - a signpost, once hammered into
the frosty ground of Bihoro Toge Pass.
Though animals were few and far between in
the pass, birds still glided by on gusts of
wind, and ants still made their way steadily
through the gravel. The wooden sign,
weathered by the years and splintered in
places by the biting cold, read: life, nevertheless,
prevails.

(YIP Ren Wei)

BYERF CIREMEICT)

Day 4 - 19th September

We started the day with breakfast by Ren
Wei and Yuma (3§ithf&5.) who served us warm
vegetable chicken soup of rich flavours and
some side dishes. Today’s activities started
off with a slightly different way since we met
in the lab at Tokoro Fieldwork Station of the
University of Tokyo to make comma-shaped
beads (&) Emagatama) in the morning. After
that, we had a traditional Japanese-style
bento box and set off for a fieldtrip to
Yubetsu Museum (&5 H] 248 H P fE 5 2 &
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Comma-shaped beads, or magatama in
Japanese, is a curve shaped decoration made
and worn by people in prehistoric Japan from
the final Joman period to the Kofun period.
The comma-shaped beads back in those days
were mostly made by jade and served as
jewellery. Jade is a very hard type of stone.
According to Professor Kumaki's introduction,
its level of hardness (Mohs hardness) is
typically 6.5-7 while the stone we used to
make magatama is only 1. During the session,
we used three pieces of sandpaper of different
levels of roughness to shape and polish the
stone we had and everyone ended up getting
their own unique shape of magatama. This
activity provided us with the hands-on
experience of making what people in Hokkaido
used to wear, and some of us were wearing
the magatama we made throughout the day.
In the afternoon, we moved to a local museum
called Yubetsu Museum. Unlike most of our
museum visits where we explored the space
ourselves, we were lucky enough to have the
director of the museum introducing the exhibits
in the museum throughout the tour. The
exhibitions were mainly about the life of the
first settlers from Honshu Island and their
contribution to the development of Yubetsu.
There were two types of settlers; one is called
Tondenhei (ALHLL) whose shelters in Hokkaido
are granted by the government, and the
other type is the normal people who were
motivated by the land policy and came here

by themselves. The land policy stated that as
long as they cultivated and harvested from
the farmland for five years they would
become the owners of the land. Many of the
first settlers succeeded and got their own
land in Hokkaido five years later and the
contributions they made have prospered the
towns to date.

(GUAN Yifei)

BYERS (BRBI52 T EEBIRYICTEEEDHERZZ(T2EIE)

Day 5 - 20th September

After days of gloomy weather, we finally
welcomed beams of sunshine on the last day
of our field trip and museum visit journey.
The blue sky and ivory clouds worked quite
well with the glass dome at the entrance of
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples (b
B AL R ) | our first stop today. The
interior of the museum was even more
exquisite than the doorway: we were able to
immerse ourselves in a diverse collection of
craftwork and relics that tell compelling
stories of the lives and memories of the
northern cultures.

Before stepping into the dim corridor that
worked like a time and space machine, taking
me to parts of human civilization that I had
little knowledge of, I had imagined that this
would be another museum about the ethnic
minorities living in northern Japan. Yet the
first section on clothing quickly proved me
wrong by presenting a large and well-
explained collection of the clothes and
accessories worn by populations not only in
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today’s northern Japan but also in other
regions of the far north. The rest of the
exhibition on transport, diet, ritual practices,
division of labor, etc., by the same token,
introduced me to other aspects of the life of
the northern people including but not limited
to the Ainu, the Aleut, the Inuit, the Nanai,
and the Northwest Coast Indians.

I really like the museum’s comparative and
inclusive approach to different northern
cultures by presenting them together,
providing substantial introductions side by
side, so that the visitors get to compare their
similarities and specificities on their own.
Instead of conforming to the more convenient
(but also rigid) division of culture and
heritage narrative by contemporary
geopolitical border lines and oceans, the
design and scope of this museum retain much
fluidity and ambiguity of the actual living
experiences out there in the northern
communities. This also points to new
possibilities and responsibilities of
contemporary archaeology which echo with
the informative lecture delivered by
Professor Simon Kaner--how can human
civilizations of different time and space be
studied not as lone islands but interconnected
territories? How should we deal with
established borders and categories that do
not effectively describe the complex realities?
In the afternoon, we visited the Abashiri
Prison Museum (EAfEMEERESR). Very excited

at first due to its popularity brought by the
manga and anime series Golden Kamuy, 1
was soon terrifled by the overly vivid human
mannequins in the museum that intend to
reproduce the everyday life in the prison.
However, despite the weird figures and
dramatic representation of the tengoku in the
introductory film, the message of this historic
site is still delivered: the dark histories
behind prosperity of our times should not be
forgotten, be that colonization, conflicts with
the local population, excessive exploitation of
human labor, etc. Underneath the romanticized
veneer of the exploration era, countless
corpses have paved the way for the blooming
flowers and gigantic fortress of wood and
iron in this now busy and commercialized
tourist attraction.

(QING Xin)
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