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Foreword to the Summer Program 2018

It is a great pleasure to introduce the report

for the latest Sainsbury Institute — Faculty of
Letters, University of Tokyo Summer Program.
The Summer and Winter Programs, jointly

run by the two institutions, are offering a very
valuable introduction to cultural heritage in the
two countries, along with expert insights into
how cultural heritage is conceptualised and
managed in Japan and England. At the same
time, the programs provide a unique opportunity
for students from the University of Tokyo and
universities across Europe and elsewhere to spend
a fortnight together, sharing experiences and
bonding through a common appreciation of the
importance of cultural heritage.

We are doubtless very fortunate in England and
Japan that cultural heritage is highly valued, and
that secure frameworks are in place to protect,

conserve and study that heritage, both tangible

Head, Centre for Archaeology and Heritage Sainsbury
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
Director, Centre for Japanese Studies

University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK

Prof Simon Kaner

and intangible. We cannot take these frameworks
for granted. In many parts of the world, cultural
heritage is under threat. Despite the best efforts
of both local and international agencies and
countless dedicated individuals, the impact of war,
natural disaster and looting means that each year
irreplaceable treasures are lost.

Exchange through cultural heritage offers
wonderful opportunities to enhance mutual
intercultural understanding on many levels. I am
sure that all of the graduates of these programs
will find themselves in influential positions in
whatever career they pursue. It is our heartfelt
hope that the memories they acquire during the
programs inspire them to advocate respect for
cultural heritage wherever they encounter it. We
also hope that they will continue to both make use
of and contribute to the network of graduates of

the programs of which they are a part.
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. Summer Program 2018 diary

Rebecka Leigh Bale, Emilie Jean Green, Elena Marian, Janos Gergely

Némethi, Jamie Colin Spiers

Tokyo part

DAY ONE - 8th September

We all met up at the Faculty of Letters of the
University of Tokyo at 13:30. One of us was late,
most of us were suffering from jetlag, but we all
were at last at our destination. A brief summary of
the program was given and then we introduced
ourselves. Each of us was given a windbreaker,
made specially for this program. After the official
induction we went to the hotel by taxi and then
checked in. Later those of us who were not so tired
decided to visit Asakusa and the Senso-ji Shrine
before the dinner. We had a Japanese-style dinner,
after which four of us went to explore Ueno Park a
little bit.

DAY TWO - 9th September

The day started with breakfast in the Japanese
restaurant below our hotel. At 8:30 we went to the
Hongo Campus, where Professor Hiromi Shitara
gave a lecture on the prehistory of Japan, covering
the Palaeolithic to Kofun periods. Some books on
Jomon archaeology were circulated during the
lecture. After the lecture we looked at the
archaeological collection held by the Archaeology
Department of the University of Tokyo. The
collections included artefacts from ancient China,
Korea, Britain and even South America. We had
lunch in a Japanese restaurant then went to visit the
Edo-Tokyo Museum. The exhibition presented in an
enormous building was very well made, showcasing
various items such as a full-size reconstructed
Edo-period bridge and a lot of maquettes, pictures
and interactive devices. It could capture the mind of
even those who were not very interested in history
or the Edo period. After leaving the museum some
of us went back to the hotel, while the others visited
the Tokyo Skytree. At night we had a Japanese-
style dinner, after which we took off to a bar to play
darts and billiards.

DAY THREE - 10th September

After a quick breakfast we left for Nikko at 8:00. At
Nikko there are the tomb of, and a shrine dedicated
to, Tokugawa Ieyasu, along with a shrine dedicated
to his grandson Iemitsu and several other religious
buildings. From Nikko Station we took a crowded
shuttle bus to the shrine complex. We visited the
richly decorated shrine dedicated Tokugawa leyasu,
located along an ancient road in a cedar forest. We
also visited his grave further up in the mountain,
walking up the stone stairs covered with moss in
the green forest. At this point it started to rain a
little, so we went back to the center of Nikko to
have lunch in a Japanese restaurant. After the lunch
we decided to go to the museum and treasury of
Tokugawa leyasu, since the rain made it impossible
to visit the shrine of his grandson. In the treasury
we saw the armour and weapons of the first shogun,
along with many of his personal items, paintings
depicting him and his life, calligraphies by him and
three portable shrines. Back in Nikko we still had
some time before the return train, so we sat into a
little cafe, had drinks and ate shortbread. After this
on the way home there was some accident in front
of our train, which obliged our train to stop. We
waited for some time and then went back to Ueno,
taking two different trains. This was followed with a
Western-style dinner of spaghetti and pizza, after

which we went to a local amusement park.
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DAY FOUR - 11th September

We started off at 10:00 and split into two groups to
explore the Yanaka area in Tokyo on our own. We
wanted to start with the Calligraphy Museum, but
since it was closed, we went to the house of the poet
Masaoka Shiki beside the museum. It was a nice
little Japanese-style house, with a small flower
garden in the backyard and some personal items of
Shiki on display. No English explanation was given
though (this was a problem at most places we
visited). We also visited Jomyoin temple which had
numerous Buddha statues, the Yanaka Ccemetery,
Tenno-ji Temple, the foundations of the five-story
Pagoda (which was burned down in 1957), Kanei-ji
Temple and Nezu Shrine. We also accidently found
the tomb of Takahashi Deishu, a spear fencer in the
last days of the Tokugawa shogunate. We had lunch
in the middle of this tour, in a 50-year old Japanese
house that has been converted into a restaurant.
After a long walk we went the old Taisho-period
building of the Tokyo Station. There we visited one
more museum, the Intermediatheque, which
displayed various items such as anatomical
skeletons, African tribal statues and musical
instruments. To finish the day we stopped in a cafe
in the same building. Back at the hotel we had a
Japanese-style dinner. After this, the whole group

went out to Ueno Park to have a drink.

DAY FIVE - 12th September

Today we visited three museums: the National
Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo (MOMAT), the
Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery and the Mori Art
Museum. At MOMAT modern and contemporary
pieces of Japanese art were on display, with special
attention given to the late Meiji period. In the Opera
City Art Gallery there was an exhibition on the art
of Isamu Noguchi, with his paintings, Jomon-inspired
ceramic sculptures, lamp plans, gardens, and so on.
There were also two smaller exhibitions showing
abstract painting and artworks of Kimura Saiko.
Finally in the Mori Art Museum there was a brilliant
exhibition on Japanese architecture. This was set in
a skyscraper, on its 52nd floor, with all the windows
showing the view of whole Tokyo from above. After
the exhibition we went to the top of the skyscraper,

looked at the view and took a group photo.

DAY SIX - 13th September

Today’s plan was to visit the Tokyo National
Museum. However, since we had plenty of time
before its opening, we took a little walk around Ueno
Park. There was a Buddha face, which was a part of
a gigantic statue originally belonging to the Kanei-ji
Temple; the statue was destroyed by an earthquake
and later melted down during the Second World
War. We also visited a kofun which few people
seemed to know about. We also saw foundation
stones of old Kanei-ji temples which few people
seemed to know about; the temples were destroyed
during the Boshin War. We saw the statue of Saigd
Takamori and the monument dedicated to the
Shogitai. In the meantime the museum opened, so
we went in to see its exhibitions. There were
displays on Japanese archaeology, art history, and
there was an Asian collection as well. In the
afternoon we went to the Kabuki Theater to see the

play Shunkan.

DAY SEVEN - 14th September

Today was the day of kofun. We started with a walk
along a stream bank in Todoroki. About halfway
through we went up from the bank and visited
Nogeotsuka Kofun. This kofun was a rather large
one, of a scallop-shaped design. There used to be a
small shrine on top of it. We were told a story about
three local men who tried to rob the kofun and all
died strangely. Today one can see on the top level of
the kofun illustrations that show the position of the
graves below, together with life-scale drawings of
grave goods. After this we went back to the stream

and moved on to Tamagawadai Park. This park
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contains eight kofun mounds. Some of them are
barely recognisable, some are hidden under trees,
but there was a museum which creatively and
effectively explains the kofun. On the top of one of
the eight kofun there was a shinto shrine, which we
visited. After the trip some of us went to the
National Museum of Nature and Science in Ueno,
while the others went back to the hotel to begin
packing our luggage.

DAY EIGHT - 15th September

We left for Haneda Airport at 9:00. We arrived in
Hokkaido a little after 2pm and were taken to
Tokoro Fieldwork Station by car. We settled into
our rooms and attended a short briefing session.
Then around 5pm we began preparing for the
welcome party. We had an enormous “Genghis
Khan” dinner, with lots of soba (thanks to Mr.

Kanazawa), wine and sake.

Hokkaido part

DAY NINE - 16th September

The first day at Tokoro began with a presentation
given by Kumaki-sensei on the prehistory of
Hokkaido, with emphasis on the Jomon, Satsumon,
Okhotsk and Ainu cultures in Hokkaido. We were
introduced to the material cultures representative
of each culture as well as their subsistence
strategies, dwelling types and worldviews. For
instance, the Ainu are known for the bear ceremony
(in the afternoon we had a chance to see a few old

pictures at Tokoro Local Museum depicting Ainu

people gathered for such a ceremony). After lunch
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we tried to refit pottery shards belonging to three
Epi-Jomon types. Although touching actual Jomon
pottery was so exciting, we soon came to realize
how difficult the refitting task actually was. That
was partly because those hundreds of shards of
various types had not been excavated from secure
contexts, like a pit-dwelling or a burial, but consisted
of mixed ceramic materials from all over the site. Of
course, more time and experience would also have
been needed.

Next, we visited the Tokoro Archaeological Museum
which showcased finds from the excavations
conducted by the University of Tokyo in nearby
areas. Apart from all the interesting finds exhibited,
we were impressed by a plan showing the extremely
high density of prehistoric dwellings present in the
area, of which only a small number were excavated.
The Tokoro Local Museum threw light on the much
more recent past of the village. Even though some
of the collections were not put together yet and the
objects were not accompanied by explanatory
captions, the museum certainly had a mysterious air
of a cabinet of curiosities.

We finished the day with a surreal view of Saroma
Lake and Sea of Okhotsk at Wakka Natural Flower
Garden. Inevitably, some of us could not resist the
temptation to dip their feet in the cold water of the

sea.

DAY TEN - 17th September

At 9:30am we gathered in the Fieldwork Station for
a soapstone carving workshop. After a brief
presentation about Jomon comma-shaped beads
given by Kumaki-sensei, we proceeded to make
beads by ourselves. In the Jomon period this type of
comma-shaped beads were sometimes made out of
jade, a beautiful green and rare stone, but equally
hard and difficult to work. Soapstone - or talc - on
the contrary was surprisingly soft, and we managed
to create comma-shaped beads relatively quickly by
rubbing the surface of the stone with sandpaper.
With the help of Kumaki-sensei who drilled holes
through the beads, we made some pretty Jomon
necklaces.

After having lunch we returned to the Fieldwork
Station where Kumaki-sensei gave a lecture on

Oshima site which lies on the eastern bank of



Tokoro River and showed us photographs of
Satsumon-culture pit-dwellings excavated by the
University of Tokyo last year. Following the lecture
we visited a museum dedicated to the sites of
Tokoro region (next to which there were two
reconstructed Satsumon pit-dwellings), an Ainu fort
and Tokoro Shell Mound, dated to Middle Jomon
period. Very close to the Ainu fort, Fumika and
Takaharu even found obsidian flakes and an
arrowhead on the surfacel!

For dinner, besides the food cooked by our
colleagues, we enjoyed a delicious scallop and
eggplant curry brought by Mrs. and Mr. Kanazawa,

for which we could not be grateful enoughl

DAY ELEVEN - 18th September

This day was initially planned to be dedicated
entirely to the excavation at Oshima 1 site, where
165 Jomon and Satsumon pit-dwellings had been
identified. As Kumaki-sensei told us yesterday, the
excavation of Oshima 1 site started last year by the
University of Tokyo. We were divided into two
groups, each assigned a 1 X4 test trench. The aim of
digging the two trenches was to reveal the
stratigraphy and potential scatters of pottery or
other artefacts outside the pit-dwellings. The trench
that my group excavated (led in spirit by Janos who
felt in his natural element digging) did not reveal
any sort of material culture. However, our
colleagues excavating the other trench retrieved a
number of (Satsumon/Epi-Jomon) pottery shards, a
nice arrowhead and a few stone flakes.
Unfortunately, just when we were about to leave for

lunch it began raining and it was decided that we
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should not resume the excavation. The afternoon
was therefore spent washing finds in the Fieldwork
Station, resting and cooking dinner. Even if we were
a little bit disappointed for not being able to dig for
longer, it was still interesting to get a sense of how
the soil looks like, how it feels and how easy it is to
excavate. Also, the free time we had in the afternoon
allowed us to reflect on everything we had learnt

and experienced on the past few days.

DAY TWELVE - 19th September

This was by far the busiest and most exciting day.
We left early, at around 8:30am and, after a one-hour
drive to the east, along the shores of Okhotsk Sea,
Notoro and Abashiri Lskes we made a quick stop at
Koshimizu wild flower preserve. The fact that the
flowers were not in bloom was not bothering at all,
as the tender sunlight and the view of Okhotsk Sea
made for a pleasant walk anyway. In the meantime
3 more staff members from the University of Tokyo
joined us. One of them is Holmberg Ryan Eric-sensei
who will give a lecture about manga on Friday.
After 20 minutes at Koshimizu wild flower preserve
we hopped back in the van to continue our journey
eastwards. Our next stop was at Shiretoko museum
which, apart from prehistoric artefacts and
ethnographic collections, also exhibits biological and
geological specimens from Shiretoko. Therefore, this
museum was interesting in the sense that it draws a
bigger picture of the region, not only from the point
of view of human habitation but also emphasising
geological processes and the diversity of wildlife and
vegetation.

Since we did not have the chance to excavate for too
long at Oshima site, we were very excited to visit
Kamoibetsu site (Okhotsk Jomon cultures) as it was
being excavated by archaeologists. Abe-san, the
director of the excavation, kindly introduced us to
the nature of the archaeology at the site and
accompanied us on a tour of the trench. Thanks to
Ryan-sensei who translated in English for us we
understood the explanations given by Abe-san
regarding the general features of the site as well as
its stratigraphy which was quite easily visible in
section. Although we were all genuinely curious to
learn as much as possible about the site, Janos and I

probably missed a minute or two watching two tiny
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mice engaged in a Sisyphean attempt to break free
from a deep pit by trying to run up its steep, sandy
slopes. On the return at the store-room, we were
allowed to look at and even touch some of the finds,
including some shards of rare red-painted Epi-Jomon
pottery.

Following the visit at Kamoibetsu the road drove us
more and more into the wilderness, up into the
mountains towards North-East. The view from the
car was of an outstanding beauty and when we got
off at Shiretoko Pass the panorama was truly breath-
taking. On one side - Mount Rausu, on the other

- Mount Onnebetsu and in front of us Okhotsk Sea
and Kunashiri island in the distance. Shiretoko
Peninsula, from its central part to Shiretoko Cape
was designated a World Heritage Site and we felt
very grateful for having the chance to admire its
beauty.

Our last stop was at Shiretoko Goko lakes. We first
thought we were not going to be able to take a walk
to see the lakes as it started raining, but after a few
minutes the rain stopped and a rainbow appeared on
the sky. As it was quite late already we only had
time to see one of the lakes but we were still very
happy to admire the view of the lake in front of us, a
mountain in the background and forest on the left

- in the reddish light of the approaching sunset.

The return journey seemed very long as we were
extremely tired, but we managed to sleep in the van.
In spite of the fact that he was probably just as tired
as we were, Kumaki-sensei safely drove us back

home and for that we are deeply grateful.
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DAY THIRTEEN - 20th September

Today we felt a little nostalgic as this was the last
day with activities. We gathered at 9am and hopped
on the bus for another trip. First, we visited
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples which was
particularly impressive because the ethnographic
collections were bringing together tools, costumes,
ritual objects associated with many Northern
peoples around the globe: Ainu, Aleut, Inuit/Eskimo,
Sami, Northwest Coast Indians, Northern Indians,
Sakhalin and Amur Region Peoples and Siberian
Peoples. The atmosphere in the museum was also
very interesting; videos of rituals and dances
performed by some of these peoples were being
played on small screens placed next to some of the
showcases. Just before the departure, Takatomo,
Ryo, Janos and I proudly put on Mongolian
traditional costumes left for the visitors to try out!
Second, we went to Abashiri Local Museum, the
oldest museum in Hokkaido. The ground floor was
dedicated to collections of specimens of flora and
fauna from the region, including taxidermied
animals. At the second floor we saw collections of
Ainu jewellery, tools and costumes, Jomon,
Satsumon and Okhotsk pottery and also a collection
of objects from the past two centuries.

Today we had a special lunch at Abashiri Prison
museum where we were served a prison-style lunch
set which was, in fact, quite delicious! Afterwards,
we had plenty of time to wander around the prison
buildings, of which 8 were designated nationally

Important Cultural Properties and 6 Registered
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Tangible Cultural Properties. In fact, the museum
does not stand on its original site. The prison
buildings were relocated and restored; on the
original site a new prison was subsequently built
and is now in use. The fine weather made our visit
very pleasant; the trees, the flowers, the grass and
all the buildings were all very well maintained.
However, the experiences of the prisoners
incarcerated here and the hardships they endured
certainly made their perception of the place very
different from what we felt today.

Our final stop was at Moyoro Shell Mound Museum.
Here, we had a chance to see some of the artefacts
and bones excavated from this Okhotsk village. The
actual building of the museum stands on the
archaeological site where a number of pits (which
were once dwellings of the Moyoro people) are still
visible today. Perhaps the most interesting part of
the museum was the room containing replicas of
Moyoro graves, set up on the original location (now
within the museum). A particular feature of the
mortuary customs of the Moyoro people was that
they used to place a pot on the head of the deceased
person. After covering the body with soil, the
bottom of the pot could be seen sticking out of the

ground.

e
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DAY FOURTEEN - 21st September

Today we finally had the chance to listen to
Holmberg-sensei lecturing on the Ainu-culture
inspired manga, such as the Tales of Tono, Iomante
and Shumari. We learnt that for many years, manga
stories were based on the culture and history of
Honshu, whereas the rich culture of Hokkaido was
sidelined. This changed with Shirato Sanpei's
Kamuiden which brought to light the Ainu people
and their customs for the first time in manga.
Shortly after the lecture, the completion ceremony
was held, when Kumaki-sensei awarded us
certificates of completion of the Summer Program.
The rest of the time was to be spent writing reports
and finalising the diary, with a farewell party in the
evening marking the end of the Program. We feel
happy and thankful for having been given the
opportunity to live such enriching experiences in
Tokyo and Hokkaido but at the same time sad that
we will very soon have to leave this place. We are
indebted to all professors and to Ikeyama-san, the
teaching assistant, who put all the effort into making
our stay in Japan as pleasant as possible and we

hope to meet them again in the future.
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Rebecka Leigh Bale, Emilie Jean Green, Elena Marian, Janos Gergely

Némethi, Jamie Colin Spiers

Theme 1: Accessibility and dissemination of
information in Japanese Museums

Whilst there is debate on the language accessibility
for international audiences within museums, there is
another issue which is often not accounted for. This
issue consists of presenting artefacts and
information to individuals with disabilities.

The museums we visited did not always appear to
make a conscious effort to consider the needs of
people with disabilities, which does not only exclude
international visitors but also the people of Japan.
From a western perspective, many museums will
offer a variety of aids to assist visitors who require
them and will often actively advertise these
features. These aids or features will often include
braille guides, guides with large font texts, ear
defenders, or perhaps even just signage indicating
whether guide dogs are allowed or whether the
museum has any particular features that may be
triggering or inaccessible to individuals with certain
illnesses or disabilities. The museums we visited in
both Tokyo and Hokkaido did not appear to offer
such features or even advertise them.

The majority of museums that we visited did offer
audio guides, and whilst this is primarily aimed at
translating information for international visitors to
enjoy, it does also help with those who are hard of
sight or have difficulties with literacy.

Unsurprisingly however, the museums in Tokyo

which are catering to a larger demographic of both
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national and international people, generally appear
more accessible. There were many spacious
museums with lifts to allow people with visible and
physical disabilities to move around freely. This was
not always the case in the more rural museums in
Hokkaido with some buildings exhibiting galleries or
features that are only accessible via stairs.
Understandably though, it is not always easy to
provide access for wheelchair users without
damaging the historic or structural integrity of the
building and sometimes access is limited. For
example, the Abashiri Prison Museum was largely
accessible for wheelchair users but did have some
buildings that had ramps to enter the building but
stairs to access the displays inside.

On the other hand, non-visible illnesses and
disabilities are not considered, this is a problem that
is shared internationally, and it is difficult to create a
space that is fully accessible, but it is not impossible.
For example, the Hokkaido Museum of Northern
Peoples had many excellent galleries and offered
interactive displays with hands-on features (some of
which could also be accessed in other languages).
However, each artefact and gallery was colour
coded, which of course would cause a lot of
confusion for individuals with colour-blindness. The
staff were friendly enough and Japanese speakers
could of course ask for help with this if they felt
comfortable doing so.

The other thing that was noticed by many of the
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western students is the dissemination of the
information itself, the majority of the museums did
not have interactive elements, which is not always
the best way to present information. This is much
less of an issue, however, as anyone planning to visit
a museum is usually aware that there will be a lot of
reading involved and not always a lot of practical/
interactive hands on activities.

To conclude, accessible resources are often
overlooked; unfortunately this means that many
people are denied the opportunity to learn about the
history and heritage of their own country. As
mentioned, this is not a problem specific to Japan,
but an international one; it seems a shame that
museums are often more accessible to international
audiences, than to native people that are unable to
experience them because of a disability. Perhaps it
was more striking here as we were unable to read
any signage pertaining this information or ask for it
- but it is something that will hopefully be addressed
more diligently in the near future not just in Japan

but worldwide.

Theme 2: Spirituality, Heritage, and National
Identity

Spirituality is deeply intertwined within the national
identity of the Japanese people. During the two
weeks of the Tokyo/Tokoro Summer program we
visited a number of historical and cultural sites
within Tokyo and Hokkaido, from shrines to temples,
and from museums to National Parks. Across most,
if not all these places, the distinctions between
religion/spirituality and heritage were very much

blurred. In the preservation of heritage, also is
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preserved the traditional spirituality of the Japanese
people. The communication of heritage, history and
archaeology illustrates the spiritual nature of the
Japanese cultural identity. For example, we were
told that in Japan there are around 120 kofun that
have been protected as the sacred resting places of
members of the Japanese Imperial Family. For this
reason, there are no excavations permitted upon
them. Also, during our time in Japan we also visited
a number of different shrines and temples that are
sanctioned as World Heritage sites, the frequent
inclusion of these on the program of this
Archaeological and Heritage program once more
illustrates the importance of spirituality and religion
in the Japan's past and present. Whilst this does not
necessarily denote the spirituality of all members of
Japanese society, it again illustrates the role of
spiritual heritage in Japanese cultural identity. This
is also reflected in presence of spiritual themes such
as gods, spirits, demons, and the like within many
aspects of modern and contemporary Japanese
culture like manga, anime, games and television
programs. It is also noticeable that there is a
sensitive approach to the conduction of archaeology
in regard to spirituality.

In comparison to sites visited in Tokyo and
Hokkaido, whilst there is some overlapping of the
spiritual heritage, there is some disparity within the
nature of the spirituality. The events that led to the
formation of contemporary Japan on the islands of
Honshu and Hokkaido follow different paths until
1868 when Hokkaido came under Japanese
administration. For Hokkaido, the lectures and

museums we visited depicted a unique heritage built
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upon the admixture of different cultures post-Jomon,
different from that of mainland Honshu. These
including the Okhotsk and Tobintai cultures, and the
later Ainu people. The people of Hokkaido
experienced different conditions and environments
from the people of mainland Japan, in which they
developed different subsistence strategies and
economies featuring the continuation of hunter-
gatherer cultures, and later partially agricultural
cultures. Within the collections and museums that
we visited in Hokkaido there was an expression of a
spirituality that was deeply entwined with nature,
which was seen in the bear rituals of the Ainu and
Okhotsk people. The heritage and spirituality of the
natural world in Hokkaido is also reflected in the
contemporary, with many national park and natural
conservation areas. However, both Honshu and
Hokkaido heritage shares worship of the natural
world such as that we saw at the Nikko Futara-san
Shrine where mountain worship has taken place

since ancient times.

Theme 3: Preserving a Modern Japan:
Understanding the Dichotomy of Attitudes towards
Archaeological Conservation and Preservation
2018 in the Western world has been undoubtedly
significant in shifting attitudes towards
environmental conservation and preservation —
something which is innately linked to the
conservation of archaeological sites and material in
terms of how landscapes and seascapes continue to
remain prime archaeological material - with a
spotlight being shined directly onto the practices

and methods in which we carry out modern life and

how these may impact the natural and
anthropogenic world(s). As such, something which
struck a number of the Western students as existing
entirely differently from our culture(s) was the
attitudes taken towards environmental protection
and preservation.

Notably, the Okhotsk area of Northern Hokkaido
presented us with an interesting dichotomy at play;
on one hand, the efforts of the University of Tokyo,
the Tokoro Fieldwork Station, and other cultural
institutions in the area have led to impressive
reconstructions of cultural and material remains
and, on the other, the effects of an encroaching
modern Japan play a distinct role in damaging these
sites. One site which seemed to display this incredibly
was the Moyoro Shell Mound in Abashiri (an Okhotsk
shell mound dating from ¢.1300 years ago). Whilst the
site itself proved to be an interesting blend of
interactive displays and reconstructions which did not
fail to disseminate important historical information, I,
personally, felt somewhat aware of the intrusive
construction and industrial works taking part within
the site’s boundaries - the Todai professors did even
point out that some significant portions of the site had
been destroyed by this construction work. However,
this process was described in a way that seemed to
be accepted; i.e. the destruction of sites to pave the
way for growing modernity in the area seemed to not
be seen with a negative attitude, but rather a neutral
one. Due to this, the dichotomy of archaeological
conservation became apparent to us in that general
attitudes seemed to favour the idea of two distinct

conversations and schools of thought - the

archaeological and the modern. Interestingly, I found
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this to be an example specific to the Hokkaido area as
the Honshu area seemed to provoke differing thoughts
in terms of archaeological conservation for me.

In the first portion of the Summer Program, which
largely took place in the Tokyo region — with a trip
being taking to the historical site of Nikko also -, a
different aspect of Japanese archaeological
conservation and preservation was brought to our
attention. Whilst Tokoro and Abashiri exhibited the
effects of encroaching modernity on archaeological
sites, Tokyo demonstrated the ways in which a fully
modern city views conservation processes. In
opposition to the reconstruction works taking place
in Hokkaido, numerous sites in the Tokyo area were
seen to be somewhat forgotten about unless they
were tangible material remains in some of the larger
museums. For example, our seventh day on the
program involved exploring a range of kofun burials
around the highly developed regions of Ueno and
Tamagawadai. On this visit, Akira Matsuda (a
professor at Todai) explained that a number of kofun
burial tombs in the area had been repurposed
multiple times throughout their lifetimes before
ultimately being delegated as land to be used within
public parks rather than tombs. Interestingly, Akira

made the observation that local councils and
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governments today seem to have difficulty in
reconstructing kofun tombs anew due to a lack of
capital after the 2008 global recession and that this
may have directly impacted the public’s attitude
towards archaeological conservation.

However, it would be wrong to assume that these
trends are unique to Japan. Instead, it would be
wiser to assume that, due to how the Summer
Program introduced us to two ends of the urban
development spectrum (i.e. the busy Tokyo area and
the, quiet, rural Tokoro) in a short period of time, it
1s a matter of us experiencing an etic observation of
a culture that we are not familiar with. I personally
could name multiple sites within Hampshire,
England that follow similar patterns of modern
encroachment.

Ultimately, the Summer Program has excelled at
introducing a number of us to differing perspectives
and methods surrounding the conservation and
preservation of archaeological sites, materials, and
landscapes in a way that we were not previously
aware of. Whilst they may not be culturally unique
observations, these perspectives and methods are
what help us as archaeological students in the future

to safeguard culturally important landscapes and

seascapes.
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