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»Day 2-2nd August

We started the first day of the summer program with a lecture on prehistoric age in Japan at the University of Tokyo.
After getting an introduction to the Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun periods we were divided into three groups and carried out
little group work on one of these three periods. At the end of the morning part we were asked to explain the results of our
group work in a brief presentation. We presented an overview of key facts about prehistoric Japan. We then had a chance
to look at many prehistoric artifacts in the storage room of the archaeology department and were able to broaden our
understanding of these periods.

In the afternoon we visited the Tokyo Metropolitan Edo-Tokyo Museum. The museum was very big and divided into two
sections, one of which was about Tokyo during the Edo period and the other about modern Tokyo starting from the early
Meiji period. There were many impressive reconstructions, such as a reconstructed Nihonbashi Bridge and reconstructed
inner parts of houses of various periods. In one of the reconstructions, Nakamura-za (a Kabuki theater of the Edo period),
there was a performance by a shamisen player and a shakuhachi player, in which they briefly explained their instruments
and played some songs. It was a very interesting and entertaining show, which demonsrated a special flair being performed
in the beautiful reconstruction. The more modern part of the museum was also highly interesting, showing for example

some videos from the last century and clothes that were deemed modern in those days.

»Day 3-3rd August
In the morning of the second day we took a train from Asakusa to visit Nikko. Nikko has a beautiful landscape and there
are also a very famous temple and a shrine complex with the Toshogu Shrine. Sadly the famous Yomeimon was being
renovated and we were unable to see it, but the site was still extremly impressive. We observed renovation work being
carried out in one of the shrines which was an unique opportunity and very interesting. It was a very hot day, and on the

way back we stopped for really delicious shaved ice.

> Day 4-4th August
On this day we strolled through some ancient parts of Tokyo. It was fascinating to note how close from the loud and
extremly modern city center one can find very calm and beautiful places with many old houses. We visited a very big
cementry which was mostly buddhist but we also found in it a grave of a christian priest, which I personally found very
interesting. During the stroll we also visited two exhibitions on Japanese ghosts and later had lunch at the canteen of the
Tokyo University of the Arts. In the afternoon we went to the National Museum of Nature and Science, which was very
big and had a great variety in their exhibitions. The part I liked most was about the development of prehistoric Japanese

people to modern ones.

»Day 5-5th August

We went to the Kokugakuin University Museum where we received a very warm welcome from its staff. We were even
given some presents including a bag and a very nice book. The museum has two sections, one of which is about Shinto and
the other about archaeology. First we had a look at the Shinto part, where the museum’ s staff explained about shintoist
rituals to us. The archaeological part included many pots and we saw different cords that Jomon people used for decorating
their pottery with special patterns.

In the afternoon we visited a Kofun, Noge Otsuka Burial Mound, which is located near to Tokyo’ s city center. From the
nearest train station we had a very nice stroll along a small stream and after few minutes we arrived at the Kofun. We
went up to the top of the Kofun where there was a drawing of what they had been found inside the Kofun. It was the first
time for me to see a Kofun in real and the whole experience was memorable.

At the end of the day we visited the Intermediatheque, which is a very special museum. The museum had a quite unique

way to display objects; they put only small text labels to explain the exhibited objects. I very much liked the atmosphere of

10
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this museum and felt that the fact that explanations were very brief enabled one to concentrate on the objects and our own

perception of them.

» Day 6-6th August

On Thursday morning we visited the Tokyo National Museum at Ueno. The museum showed a great variety of artifacts
from Japan and other Asian countries. There were many beautiful paintings and calligraphic works which were
fascinating. What I liked most was the section on buddhist statues.

After lunch we went to queue up to buy tickets for a Kabuki performance at Ginza. It was very hot but luckily we only had
to wait for about half an hour. Then we spent some time to buy souvenirs at shops under the Kabuki theater. During the
performance we used a small rented device on which the English subtitles of the performance were shown, and thanks to
this device we were able to understand the dialogues. Still it was quite difficult for me to follow the story entirely because
it was very complex. I had hoped to watch a Kabuki performance for a long time and was very happy to get the possibility
to do it at last. What I found very interesting about the play was that as it was adopted from ningyo joruri, the Japanese

puppet theater; during the first part of the play there were a recitator and a shamisen player on the stage.

> Day 7-7th August

On the last day of the Tokyo part we visited many different exhibitions. We started with the “Manga s Anime % Games

from Japan” exhibition at the National Art Center, Tokyo. There were many games we could play: for example, a

dancing machine. There was one section which briefly introduced a variety of mangas and I found it very interesting and

entertaining.

The next exhibition we visited was on contemporary art of currently active Korean and Japanese artists. There was a

moving work which I found fascinating. Something in the object was always moving and many different sounds and

entertaining shadows on the walls were produced.

After that we visited the Suntory Museum of Art. We saw a lot of Japanese paintings, calligraphies and ceramics. We lent

an audio guide in English and learn many details of various objects. The most impressive object for me was a tea bowl in

Tenmoku glaze with glistening spots on it. It had a beautiful blue color and it looked like a picture of the galaxy.

Then we visited an exhibition of Dinh Q. Le, a Vietnamese artist, in the Mori Art Museum. It included a variety of

different objects, and all of them somehow linked to the Vietnam War. What I found most fascinating was his series of
“photo-weaving” . The artist took pictures of the Vietnam War and weaved them together with pictures from Hollywood.

He used a vietnamese grass-mat weaving technique to produce this series of works.

. art
I Hok‘fﬂgﬁ— ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

»Day 8-8th August
On Saturday we took an airplane from Haneda airport to Memanbetsu airport, which is located in the northern part of
Hokkaido. From the airport we had an about one hour long car ride until we reached the research laboratory at Tokoro.
After arriving there we had a short briefing session, in which the program for the week was explained. In the evening a

welcome party with delicious food was held.

»Day 9-9th August
Because of the bad weather forecast for the coming week we already had our excavation on Oshima II site starting on
Sunday. It was my first experience of archaeological excavation and it was very interesting. Although it was hot and the

excavation work was extremly hard I am very happy to have had the possibility to try it.

11
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»Day 10-10th August
In the morning we had a lecture about the prehistory of Hokkaido which is very different from that of Honshu. We then
made a tour to the “Tokoro historic park” in which we saw some nice reconstructions of pit-dwellings. We entered one
of the reconstructed pit-dwellings and got a very clear image of the lifestyle of people from the prehistoric times. In the

afternoon we tried a pottery puzzle using potsherds from the Satsumon period. It was very hard to find fitting pieces.

»Day 11-11th August
On Tuesday we had a short introduction to magatama and then created our own magatama which was really fun. Later we
visited a museum in Tokoro which was full of old objects that had been donated to the museum by local residents. We also

made a short visit to a curling center in Tokoro. It looked like a lot of fun and I would love to try it out some time.

> Day 12—-12th August
In the morning we visited various archaeological sites in Tokoro. We saw some pit-dwellings and also many shells from
ancient periods. Then we shortly visited the Wakka Natural Flower Garden which looked very beautiful. We had lunch
at a restaurant in Tokoro and for the afternoon programme we went to a museum in the neighbouring city, the Yubetsu
Town Museum. Its building was very interesting architecturally. The museum mainly showed the life of the farmer-
soldiers from Honshu who were sent to Hokkaido at the end of the 19th Century and subsequently founded Yubestu Town.

In the museum there was also an original house from that period.

»Day 13-13th August
On Thursday morning we had a very interesting lecture about how Jomon cultures are perceived and utitlised by Japanese

people today.

Overall these two weeks were filled with an incredible amount of impressions and new experiences. We were able to see
and learn so many new things and I am extremly glad and thankful that I got the opportunity to take part in this summer

program.
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Day 2-2nd August

Professor Hiromi Shitara gave us a brief overview of the Palaeolithic archaeology and history in the Japanese archipelago.
The main focus of this was the Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun cultures and what cultural differences there were between these
three periods. I had only learnt a small amount about dogu figurines in the Jomon period so my knowledge about the
Palaeolithic period in Japan has expanded. We learnt the differences in art styles in the Jomon period with the pottery;
Eastern Japan having more complex detailed pottery compared to the more basic designed pottery in Western Japan. We
then got to experience some of the archaeological material that had appeared in the presentation as well as a few Korean
and Chinese artefacts.

In the afternoon we visited the Edo-Tokyo Museum which covered the Edo period all the way through to present times. I
have an interest in the Edo period so this was exciting for me. The visual displays and reconstruction models of the houses
and towns helped set the atmosphere in what the Edo Period would have been like. The museum covered how well the
Daimyos lived, how daily life was for the poorer civilians, the economy and trade. The Meiji restoration period followed on
well from the Edo period displays and continued the impressive atmosphere with the accompaniment of visual displays.
I learnt a lot of new information that has given me an insight to the modern history of Tokyo and has encouraged me to

learn the information fully through studying in my spare time.

Day 3—-3rd August

On day three we visited Nikko to see the shrines and temples dedicated to Tokugawa Ieyasu who was the founder of the
Edo period and had unified all of Japan. There used to be a simple Buddhist temple on the site at Nikko before Tokugawa
Ieyasu requested in his will to have his remains buried at Nikko in 1617; a year after his death. We were joined by Ilona
Bausch, a Dutch archaeologist, who gave us the history behind the bronze bell which was gifted by the Dutch East Indies
Company. The architecture of the temples is unique in their lavishness to Tokugawa Ieyasu’ s complex. It was interesting
to learn that Tokugawa Ieyasu is still worshipped as a deity in modern times. We also got to see inside the restoration
of the Rinnouji Temple and see the Buddhist deity statues that were kept on display. Before we left Nikko to return to
the hotel, we got to try shaved ice which we got to experiment with the different flavour syrups provided; it was very
refreshing and tasty. Nikko was very enjoyable for me because it shows the impact that Tokugawa Ieyasu has had in
Japan. It was also interesting to learn about the processions that still happen in modern day in Nikko which celebrates the

Shogunate under Tokugawa Ieyasu.

Day 4-4th August

We started day four by visiting Yanaka cemetery to visit the remains of the five story pagoda which got burnt down in
1957 and could not be rebuilt. The use of pictures in showing before the fire, the pagoda on fire and the aftermath of it
helps give an image of the pagoda to the visiting tourists. It was displayed well considering that there is little remains of
the pagoda and gives a detailed introduction to the history of the pagoda. We also viewed the grave of the last shogunate of
the Tokugawa period which was Tokugawa Yoshinobu but this was small in comparison to the resting place of Tokugawa
Ieyasu at Nikko. This emphasised how extraordinary the resting place of Tokugawa Ieyasu is compared to the small grave
site of Tokugawa Yoshinobu. After this we visited a Japanese ghost art exhibit at Zensho-an Temple which was founded
in 1883 by Yamaoka Tesshu who was a trusted retainer of Tokugawa Yoshinobu. It was interesting to see how ghosts were
depicted in art by different Japanese artists. The majority of the ghosts depicted were women with the occasional man
and demon depicted. Continuing on the supernatural theme of the day, we went to the University Art Museum, Tokyo
University of the Arts exhibition on the Art works of the ghost featuring Zenshoan” s Sanyutei Encho collection of ghost
paintings. This was once again interesting to see because it was not only ghosts which were depicted but some demons
also so it gave you an insight to the depiction of the folklore behind the supernatural in Japan. I really enjoyed both the

cemetery visit and the two ghost art exhibitions we visited. We then visited the national museum of Nature and Science
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in Ueno park which was really interesting because it had a lovely display of prehistoric archaeological artefacts and had an

amazing Edo burial of a woman displayed.

» Day 5-5th August

On day five we first visited the Kokugakuin university museum which was divided into three sections; the prehistoric
archaeology artefacts, the history of Shintoism and the history of the university. We were given an in depth tour by
the head of the museum and the staff. The Shinto exhibition was really interesting because the staff member went into
details about the foods that were offered to the gods for certain rituals and how these rituals were carried out. It was
really interesting to learn details about Shintoism. We then went round the archaeological artefacts displayed which were
explained in more detail. There was a great display of Jomon pottery, dogu figurines, Yayoi pottery, bronze bells and
magatama beads etc. The one excellent display they had in the museum is the categorisation of identified textile patterns
on pottery sherds by Yamanouchi Sugao. The final exhibition was quite small and just covered the objects collected by
the founder. The museum was really interesting and I personally was fascinated by the Shintoism exhibition and it has
encouraged me to read more about it.

In the afternoon we visited Otsuka burial mound in Todoroki valley park which was interesting because we got to see
the actual archaeological mound in situ. The artefacts and skeleton were marked on top of the burial mound so the public
who visit can see where they were located in context. The skeleton could have been displayed better but the site was still
really interesting to see. After this the final visit was the Intermediatheque Museum which can be likened to the cabinet
of curiosities seen in the UK, i.e. the Pitt Rivers Museum. It was quite interesting to see how the owner displayed the

artefacts round the museum and is very different to the previous museums we had visited.

» Day 6-6th August

In the morning of day six we visited the Tokyo National Museum in Ueno Park. It was really interesting to see the
military section in the museum which displayed samurai armour and katanas. My other favourite sections in the museum
were the display of sliding screens and folding screens, the Edo fashion section and the Ukiyo-e in the Edo period. The
museum also displayed an Egyptian archaeology special exhibition which was really interesting to me because of my
desire to do a MA in Egyptology. The displays in all the sections of the Museum were well organised and set a good
atmosphere. In the afternoon, we were given the chance to go see a kabuki theatre performance which was hard to follow
at first but with the help of the English subtitles it became easy to follow. The experience was unique because it is not

something you get to experience everyday so I really enjoyed the atmosphere and the experience.

> Day 7-7th August

We started day seven by visiting a special exhibition on manga, anime and games from Japan at the Suntory Museum of
Art in Roppongi. The development of the manga, anime and games was organised very well and it was very interactive
because of the games that were available to play. The next exhibition was based on contemporary art by Japanese and
Korean artists was very intriguing but quite hard to understand the concept behind them if it wasn’ t for the guide that
helped us understand the concept behind the art. It was fascinating to view and look round though. After this we went
to the exhibition of the treasures of the Fujita Museum: The Japanese concept of Beauty. The layout of the museum was
really organised and the audio guides really helped improve the experience of the overall exhibition. The artefacts were
really amazing to view and were interesting to have the audio guide to give more information behind certain artefacts.

The final exhibition we visited at the Mori Arts Center was based on contemporary art designed by a Vietnamese artist
who concentrates on the use of films and gathering information on the Vietnamese point of view on the Vietnam War.
One of the main focuses in the exhibit was the use of helicopters and the attitudes towards it from the Vietnamese which
was very mixed. It was fascinating to see the mixed viewpoints on this topic. The added displays of art and the uniforms
from the Vietnam War helped create a good atmosphere which was a good accompaniment to the films. It worked out very

well and was very enjoyable to view.
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» Day 9-9th August

The first full day in Tokoro was spent at the excavation site of Oshima II site which dates to the Satsumon culture. We
excavated the top soil off the fourth pit-dwelling settlement after receiving a small tour by Dr Kumaki Toshiro. He gave
us a brief history of the site and showed us examples of pit-dwellings that had not been excavated yet and three previous
excavated pit-dwellings. We excavated about 15cm deep leaving a cross section in the middle unexcavated to get a full
view of the different layers of the topography. The only artefacts discovered from the day were one sherd of Satsumon
pottery and one piece of obsidian flake. The soil in one section of the excavated area was a charred black colour which
Dr Kumaki told us is probably the remains of the charred roof after the settlement was burnt down. It was fascinating
to see how different Japanese archaeology was compared to archaeology taught in Europe. It was good to have found an
artefact to get a close look at how the brush patterns looked on the pottery sherd. It was really enjoyable and would like to

experience more Japanese excavations in the future.

»Day 10-10th August

On day ten we started off the morning with a lecture on prehistory in Hokkaido delivered by Dr Kumaki. He went into
detail about the Jomon culture, the Epi-Jomon culture, the Satsumon culture, the Okhotsk culture, the Ainu culture and
the Ainu archaeology. It was summarised that Hokkaido followed a different archaeological history to mainland Japan.
Dr Kumaki went into detail about the food sources, the tools that were used in each period, the difference in the types
of settlement and how different the material culture was. It was interesting learning about the Epi-Jomon culture which
is only in Hokkaido and is in correlation with the Kofun culture on the mainland. It was too cold for rice cultivation in
Hokkaido so the Jomon culture continued instead of changing.

In the afternoon we took a tour around the Tokoro Archaeological Museum in the Tokoro Historic Park which displayed
all the local finds from the previous excavations done in the area. These were the obsidian tools, bone figures of sea
mammals, antler tools, restored pottery pieces and other finds. Dr Kumaki gave us further information while going around
the displays at the museum. After this the final activity we partook in was trying to search for pieces of pottery from past
excavations and seeing if we could find any of the same pot. We found a few of one piece of pottery but it was very hard to

find ones that went together. It gave us the perspective of how hard the process of restoring the pottery is.

»Day 11-11th August

We started the day off with getting a brief history on magatama beads. They were grave goods in the Jomon period and
were usually made out of Jade and Jadeite which came from Itoigawa, the best known source of jade from eastern Japan.
Whetstones were used to make the shapes of the beads and the whetstones had powdered jade on it to help shape the
magatama beads. We got given talc and four pieces of sandstone to make our own magatama bead necklaces which was a
fun activity and gave us an idea of what it was like for the Jomon people creating these beads.

We were then given a more in depth introduction to the Oshima excavation site as well as a further brief overview of the
other archaeological excavation sites on Hokkaido. We were told that there are 3000 pit-dwelling remains on the island and
around 2000 of these were dated to the Satsumon period. The focus of this lecture was on the Oshima sites; the first site
having 169 pit-dwellings and being based in the east while the second site was based in the east and has 58 pit-dwellings
with 3 being excavated. More detail was given on the materials of the pit-dwellings and what finds were recovered from
the previous excavations such as carbonised wooden planks and plant fibres. We were also told about the structure of
the inside of the pit-dwellings. This was really interesting to learn about and helped give us an overall perspective of the
archaeology of Hokkaido.

The final activity we did was take a tour of some of the reconstructed pit-dwellings in Tokoro Historic Park which Dr
Kumaki gave us more information on. We got to see the inside of the structure and saw how the inhabitants would have

lived. Dr Kumaki gave us details such as where the oven would have been placed, where the hearth was and what it was

15




4. BMMZLR—K[2] /Charlotte Battersby

used for, where the inhabitants would have slept etc. It helped to see the reconstruction so we had a physical visage of the

settlement.

> Day 12-12th August

The first place we visited was the Wakka natural flower garden by Lake Saroma and the local Tokoro Museum. The
Museum was closed but we walked along the shore of the lake. After the Wakka natural flower garden we visited a forest
area where there were the remains of two wide pit-dwellings and we got some more information about them from Dr
Kumaki. We visited a shell midden which consisted of oyster shells and plum shells. The land where the shell midden is
was private so it was not made into a historical landmark. It was really interesting to see the compact shell midden and
how it has a sign explaining about the site. After this we visited a salmon trapper which blocks the salmon from being
able to go up the river. We learnt that they take the eggs out of the female salmon, raise the babies in a nearby building
until they are old enough and they get released back into the river. A Chasi was visited after this which belongs to the
Ainu culture and next to this were two pit-dwellings. While we were on the site pottery and obsidian were constantly on
the surface because of the recent rain in the area. It was fascinating to see the different pottery types and the different
obsidian flakes in the area.

In the afternoon we visited the Tonden History Museum in Yubetsu-cho which was fascinating because it told the history
of people from mainland Japan being sent to Hokkaido to become farmer-soldiers. There were certain requirements
that had to be met to become a farmer-soldier but the state paid for all of the equipment and provided you with a house.
Other people who moved to Hokkaido during this time had to build their own house and bring their own belongings up
to Hokkaido. They had a reconstruction of one of these houses in the museum which was interesting to see and they
had all the equipment which the state would have provided on display. If the farmer-soldiers could cultivate their land
successfully for five years then they were given the piece of land. They also had a collection of the different shoes which
the inhabitants of Yubetsu-cho would have used in the winter. They showed the evolution of technology during the
1960’ s to modern times which was quite an interesting final touch. It was a really enjoyable visit and was fascinating

learning about the history of the area of Yubetsu-cho.

» Day 13-13th August
In the morning we received a lecture by Dr Ilona Bausch who covered how Jomon archaeology was perceived in modern
society in Japan and how it was used to promote tourism and a national identity. We learnt about Sannai Maruyama
which could be known as the “Jomon capital” because of the mass amount of artefacts that were recovered while they
were excavating the area to build a baseball stadium. It was interesting to learn that many festivals are held to promote
the Jomon culture and how many artists are influenced by the Jomon culture. We see hybrid art pieces and recreations of
the Jomon pottery being produced. The Jomon culture seems to have become a national pride for some areas in Japan with
the Dogu figurines being called national treasures. It was fascinating to learn how Jomon archaeology is being perceived
in modern society and how most archaeologists seem happy with the attention given to the Jomon culture. After this we
were given the afternoon to finish off the reports and then we had the completion ceremony in which we were rewarded

with certificates for completing the two week course.
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I Tokyo part

Day 2-2nd August

To start day two, Prof Hiromi Shitara gave us a brief but informative lecture, giving us an overview of Japanese history,
specifically during the so called ‘Primitive’ period which included the palaeolithic, Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun periods
in Japan. This was concluded with a lecture about the characteristic dogu figurines of the Jomon and Yayoi period, as
well as the haniwa statuettes of the Kofun. We then visited the secret university collection, which was quite the cabinet
of curiosities. It consisted of artefacts such as Ancient Chinese oracle bones, haniwa, Moche pots, glass from Pompeii
and a cuneiform tablet. Prof Shitara also introduced us to the black history behind some of objects on display. It was
quite incredible to find that this secret collection is completely unknown to most Todai staff and students although
collaborations have been made with the engineering and museology departments to help conserve the objects and also
to display them optimally. This then lead us to do our period based group presentations based on Prof Shitara’ s lectures.
This enabled us to fully engage with the information that we had learnt and establish a stronger relationship with the
other students. After having lunch at a Sumo-themed restaurant in Ryogoku, we visited the Edo-Tokyo museum. I found
the displays to be very thoughtful and engaging, including lots of miniature scale models of the streets of Edo, through to
the Meiji and Showa periods in Tokyo. This effectively helped us to picture the locations and life styles of the people of
these times with greater awe and reverence. Day two was a great introduction to Japanese archaeology overall, and it was

great to experience the splendour of Japanese museums to help put all of the lecture information in context.

Day 3-3rd August

On day three, we took a train ride to the historic town North of Tokyo called Nikko. It is famous for being the place where
Tokugawa Ieyasu, the Shogun who started the Edo period, lived and was buried - Nikko is now a shrine to his success. At
the time of our arrival, reconstruction was taking place on some of the main temples on the lead up to next years 400th
anniversary since Tokugawa leyasu’ s death. Nikko has the most remarkably ornate and beautiful temples and shrines
from the time of the Tokugawa leyasu’ s residence here and has been well restored to maintain its grandeur. During this
visit we were joined by Dr Ilona Bausch from Todai University who introduced us to the long standing trade relations
with the Dutch in order to help us see the significance of the bronze offerings from the Dutch to the Tokugawa family
in the Edo period. After having visited the splendid Chinese style shrine to Tokugawa Ieyasu and the Buddhist temple
of the crying dragon, we entered the shelter under which the reconstruction was taking place. We found that despite the
monumental effort that it takes, the new frames for the temple are being built using joints instead of nails so as to keep
with the original construction method and reduce causing any irreversible damage. This trip to Nikko was a wonderful
reminder of the significance of the Shogun in Japan, even today and that Japanese people still feel connected and thankful

to their ancient leaders for making Japan what it is now.

Day 4-4th August

Our tour on day four, took us to a historic area in Tokyo, Yanaka, near to Ueno where we were staying. One of the main
features of this visit was one of the largest cemeteries in all of Tokyo, which is prestigious for its large number of famous
buried individuals. It was interesting to see the difference between graves in Japan compared to the West, with these
graves favouring a very natural form of grave stone and small walls to separate one individual from another. The long thin
planks of wood that beset many graves, known as Sotoba, are a way of depicting a stupa, which are known for being places
that contain the remains of the Buddha, but these planks are an easier and cheaper way of doing so for themselves. Due to
the intense heat, we spent much of the rest of the day between buildings, visiting two yokai or ghost exhibitions. Dr Akira
Matsuda made mention that scary things are in season for summer due to the fact that being scared helps to give you
the chills in the summer heat, and so yokai are a common theme at this time of the year. The second of the exhibitions
featured an Encho collection of art works and beautiful Noh masks from the Edo period with explanations about the

transformations that were taking place in the individuals in the stories. We spent the rest of the afternoon in the Tokyo
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Science Museum, which featured an exhibition on the Ancient Japanese people and the Environment from palaeolithic
to Edo. Since all of the text was in Japanese, I didn’ t fully understand everything, but the imaginative displays and
chronological progression of people through time helped to give us a good enough understanding of the way that Japan has

changed through time.

Day 5-5th August

On day five, we travelled to the Shibuya district of Tokyo to visit the Kokugakuin University Museum joined by Dr
Bausch. Upon arriving we were pleasantly greeted by the curators and given a personal tour of their archaeological
collections, with artefacts spanning from Shintoism, Jomon, Yayoi and Edo, as well as a small collection on the history
of the founder of the University and museum itself. The selection of artefacts on display for each were incredibly
thoughtfully presented, and included drawers of examples of Jomon cord wrapped pottery, according to Yamanouchi
Sugao’ s typologies. After a lunch break, we travelled to the distant district of Todoroki in order to experience seeing a
real Kofun mound. It was wonderful to be able contextually put the Kofun mound into scale and get an idea for the way
that they were constructed and walk around the platforms. At the top of the mound could be found some information
regarding the configuration of the burial of this Noge Otsuka mound, which also included a visual of the finds in context
where they were found. On returning to our hotel in Ueno, we stopped off at Tokyo Station to visit the nearby museum,
Intermediatheque. Inspired by Quai Branly, it was a visual, cabinet of curiosity type of museum with natural science,
anthropological and historic collections. I found the displays to quite effectively allow us to engage with the objects from
a fresh perspective without being bombarded with information and it instead invites you to think for yourself. I was
not entirely impressed with the way that parts of it were displayed as though they were insubstantial pieces of art but I
found it quite refreshing compared to the usual museum environment. Overall, day five was very useful for building on
what we had already learnt on Prof Shitara’ s lecture on day two about Japanese archaeology, giving us the opportunity
to see artefacts from Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun as well as visit a Kofun tomb personally, that were discussed as the most
characteristic aspects of the Kofun period. The visit to Intermediatheque, although not archaeologically relevant like the

rest of the day, did help to break up the long travel back to Ueno and gave me a new perspective on museum displays.

Day 6-6th August

On the morning session of day six we spent a short time at the National Tokyo Museum in Ueno Park. This museum
is known for being the largest museum in all of Japan, consisting of art and archaeology not only from Japan but all of
the world. The key exhibits that we had time to visit included those of ancient Japan, featuring Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun
masterpieces. This was followed by magnificent works on early Buddhism as it arrived in Japan, followed by the time of
war which consisted of many spectacular armours and katana of this period. In another building, we found ourselves in
the Asian Art gallery, which had works from Egypt to China, vastly focusing on religion. Overall, I was very impressed by
the scale of the collections on display at the National Tokyo Museum, but due to lack of time, we were unable to appreciate
the archaeological collection. Our afternoon was set as free time, but we were all given the option to see a Kabuki show
in Ginza, which I chose to join in with. The show itself was subtitled so that we could understand the story, and it was
an amazing experience to be able to appreciate the great acting of the cast and effort put in to create a classically Edo
atmosphere throughout. Although the story got a little complicated, it was well broken up to have story in the beginning

and action throughout much of the rest, which gave the show extra dynamism.

Day 7-7th August

Day seven, our last day in Tokyo, was sent in Roppongi, an extravagant part of Tokyo. Here we were joined by an art
history professor from Todai University and a post-doctoral student also in art history. Our first stop was at the National
Art Centre and our first exhibition visit was about manga, anime and games in Japan since 1989, and it opened our eyes
to the pride that the Japanese hold for their worldwide success in this area of popular culture. In the same complex, we
visited a contemporary art gallery with works from various Korean and Japanese artists. I would never normally go to a

contemporary art gallery, but it was interesting to see the different ways that they could express their creative imagination
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to the audience, each taking very different approaches. After taking a short walk, to the Suntory Museum of Art we
visited an art exhibition featuring pieces from the collection from Fujita Museum, with emphasis on beauty in the Edo and
Meiji period. We were guided through the displays initially with a very Buddhist theme, including calligraphic art forms
and poetry, which featured the magnificent painting, Genjo Sanzd e, and prized the tea bowl with Tenmoku glazing as the
centre piece of the collection, a very rare type of bowl among four found nowhere else in the world. This visit was followed
by a stroll to Roppongi Hills, a huge towering edifice which has its top three floors reserved for exhibitions and sky decks
for viewing Tokyo from above. The exhibition featured at this time in the Mori Art Centre was by Dinh Q. Lé, telling
the story of the Vietnamese war and its long term effects on the Vietnamese people, focusing on their social and political
struggles. I found the whole exhibition very imaginative and it convincingly conveyed the true feelings of the people of
Vietnam, America and even Japan about the subject. We then went to the Sky Gallery on the 52nd floor, and enjoyed
wonderful views of Tokyo with very strange themed displays to aid our enjoyment. Although I did very much enjoy the
day visiting art galleries, my interests do not necessarily lie with what we visited, especially that of the contemporary art

exhibition, which was very confusing at times.

. rt
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»Day 9-9th August
Our first day in Hokkaido led us to the Oshima II archaeological site in Tokoro where we prepared to do a full days
archaeological excavation of a pit dwelling from the Satsumon period. Before starting the excavation Dr Kumaki Toshiro
gave us a brief tour of the site and gave us relevant information about its context in this area. For the excavation itself,
we used Mortimer grid system, using crossed threads through the centre of the pit to make the sections clear. We then
started carefully shovelling away the top soil down to about 30cm to find the pit floor. As the ground was very heavily
rooted by trees and plants, we had some difficulty keeping the bottom level even throughout but one member of the team
did manage to find a single potsherd in the material removed. We took lots of breaks throughout the day due to the heat
and mosquitos. Once the excavation for the day was complete, Dr Kumaki debriefed us, notifying us that he found that the
soil was much darker to the east side of the pit dwelling, which he suggested was a sign of burning in that area. He also
noted that the soil was lighter to the far western side which he related to the removal of soil by the people who built the pit
in order to excavate the hole that made up the pit dwelling. It was great to experience archaeology in a different country
in order to see the differences in approaching the excavation and its common practices. I found that Japan is less safety
conscious than the UK, but the techniques that they incorporate are very efficient for their needs. Using the Mortimer
grid system for excavating the sections of the pit dwelling for example, was more ideal than full excavation for the scale
and configuration of the finds and it also helped to divide labour and save time where people would otherwise been unsure

of the boundaries of the pit.

»Day 10-10th August
To start the morning at 5:30am we were given the rare opportunity to join a local fisherman, Nagata-san, on his fishing
boat so that we could enjoy fresh scallops plucked from Lake Saroma and first hand experience the way of life of the
fishermen in this area. To be able to experience this was incredible and we were given insight into the ways that the
fishermen operate without destroying the ecosystem of the lake and GPS coordinates were assigned to individuals as to
the parts of the ropes that belonged to that person to harvest. Later in the morning, a lecture about the archaeology of
Hokkaido was given by Dr Kumaki to give us a broad overview of archaeology here from the palaeolithic to the Ainu
Period. We then made a short walk to the Tokoro Archaeological Museum which helped to put the artefacts from the time
periods discussed in the lecture into perspective. In the afternoon session, we joined Dr Kumaki in reconstructing pottery
from pot sherds. It was wonderful to be able to given the opportunity to try to make these reconstructions with specialists

in the Jomon era, who taught us to first separate each sherd into its particular pattern type and then attempt to start from
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the rim or bottom of the pot, much like with a Jigsaw in which you would start from the edges. After this, we were given
a brief tour of the archaeological collection on display at the laboratory. It was interesting that it would include a behind
the scenes visit to the area where many different kinds of woods were being preserved in water in large vessels for further
analysis. The day was concluded by a visit to a nearby museum, normally closed to the public, that was once a primary
school for the local children. It was left much preserved from its school days, boasting old posters and blackboards, but
more recently, a collection of objects from old times have been stored in each of the rooms, giving the place a sense of

nostalgia for the Japanese who joined us - young and old.

Day 11-11th August

During the morning session of day eleven, we had a brief talk about magatama (comma-shaped beads) before we had
the opportunity to make some ourselves. We were given talc, a stone with a hardness level of 1, to help us to sand down
the stone to get the right shape and polish. It but only helped us to appreciate the time and effort that must have gone
into making these beads from materials like jade and agate which have a hardness of between 6 and 7 in the Jomon era
with whetstones. To start the afternoon session, we had a tour of the Tokoro Historic Park in which we were staying,
which took us within 5 minutes walk of the fieldwork station. Dr Kumaki showed us around some of the reconstructed
pit dwellings of the Satsumon period and showed us inside to give us a feel for the lives that the Satsumon people would
have lived, which were surprisingly comfortable. The tour was followed by a visit to the Tokoro Forest Park Museum of
Archaeological Sites where a number of remarkable artefacts were on display, including a carved sea otter figurine which
could be seen cracking open a clam with a stone on its belly. On returning back to the laboratory, Dr Kumaki gave us
a lecture about the Oshima sites, which helped to give us a better idea of the area in which we were excavating and the
kinds of finds in different types of pit dwellings, showing how much the practices this area have changed over time. As
we still had time to do something else, we were driven to the Tokoro Curling Hall, which is a sport well-known in this
part of Japan, with a strong team that played in the Olympics on numerous occasions. In the spectators theatre, they
had thoughtfully added information boards in English and Japanese about the history of curling and its success in Japan,
which I learnt much from, having had limited knowledge of curling beforehand. While here, we were able to watch teams
prepare for their matches which was interesting to watch how they practice sliding with cones as targets to give them a

goal to execute a perfect initial release of the stone.

Day 12-12th August

Although we had originally intended for this day to be for further archaeological excavation, due to the high chance that it
may rain, we decided to make visits to various archaeological sites in the Tokoro area. To start the day, we took a brief stop
at the local Wakka Nature Centre where we could enjoy incredible views of Lake Saroma. We then visited a nearby forest
full of pit dwellings from the Satsumon and Okhotsk periods. Unfortunately these pits are little known by the public and
sadly few people visit this forest to appreciate the history of this area. Following this, we drove to Tokoro shell midden,
one of the main shell middens in the Tokoro area, containing clams and oyster shells which were still on view as part of
the site. Nearby, we were also able to witness a local salmon fisherman at his business at a salmon trapping barrier system.
After another short drive, we found ourselves at a Chashi hill fort from the Epi-Jomon period in which we were able to
investigate through the wild brush in the garden of a family home. Fragments of obsidian and pot sherds were visible
on the surface for us to pick up and leave aside for future archaeologists to document at a later date. Our archaeological
tour was concluded with a brief visit to the main beach in Tokoro on Lake Saroma where we enjoyed a paddle in the sea.
During the afternoon session, we went to the nearby town of Yubetsu to visit the historic museum of the area, which
concentrated on the creation of the local towns during the Meiji period, when many Japanese from across Japan moved
to the island of Hokkaido to establish new territory. The architecture and displays were very well thought out and
imaginatively portrayed to enable us to fully engage with the troubles of the people and the lifestyles of those who made
the migration and their offspring. It was great to be able to spend the day physically seeing these sites and gaging with the

manner in which they are and are not accessible to the public.
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» Day 13-13th August
In the morning session of Day 13, Dr Ilona Bausch gave a lecture on Jomon archaeology and its place in modern society
and identity in Japan. I liked how Dr Bausch emphasised the material culture and included lots of examples of festivals,
archaeological sites, publications, films and anime along with merchandise that she has picked up on her travels in Japan
that truly show the spirit with which Japanese people acknowledge their ancient history with objects made relevant to
their modern lives. Dr Bausch’ s lecture was a great conclusion to the programme, which put everything we had learnt
into a relevant context for the modern Japanese and showed how much the archaeology has truly impacted on Japanese

identity over time.
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»Day 1-1st August
The University of Tokyo s Summer Program, in Japanese Archaeology and Heritage, began with a warm welcome by the
staff involved in the summer-school, at the University of Tokyo Hongo campus. Following this, the group made its first
historical visit in Japan, to the district of Asakusa. There, we visited the Buddhist Senso-ji Temple. It is notable for being
one of Tokyo’ s oldest temples, with astonishing architecture. It certainly provided a wonderful initial step into Japanese

culture and heritage.

»Day 2-2nd August
The second day began with a riveting lecture, by Prof Hiromi Shitara, that introduced us to Japanese prehistoric
archaeology. As I had no previous experience, with the archaeology of Japan, this was a wonderful opportunity for me
to gain a broad overview and to become familiar with the cultures that I would be learning about in the next two weeks.
Following this, Prof Shitara presented a lecture on clay figurines in the Jomon and Kofun periods. I was particularly
intrigued by the intricate dogu clay figurines, from the Jomon period, some of which represented exaggerated female forms
and included images of child-birth or child-rearing. These possible “fertility” statues, I felt, were very much akin to the
Upper Palaeolithic Venus figurines in Europe. The afternoon was spent visiting the Edo-Tokyo Museum. As the name
suggests, this museum educates visitors on the history of Tokyo from the Edo period onwards. This museum is highly
interactive, uses multiple mediums to communicate its information and has some fantastic recreations of Edo architecture.
I was particularly interested in the displays detailing the transition to the Meiji period, particularly its rapid adoption of

aspects of western culture.

»Day 3-3rd August
On the third day of the programme, the group visited Nikko, specifically the Nikko Toshogu shrine. This shrine was
constructed by Tokugawa Hidetada as the final resting place for his father, Tokugawa Ieyasu. I will admit I was utterly
taken aback by the exquisite detail of the shrine’ s design. The visit was particularly informative as it coincided with a
significant renovation project that is occurring at the shrine, as part of the 400th anniversary of Tokugawa Ieyasu. This
meant that the group was treated to a rare view of how such renovation is carried out, including the use of traditional
building methods which tend to use wood pieces which fit tightly together, rather than using a lot of nails. The Nikko
Toshogu shrine is part of a wider complex, this was interesting to discover as it highlighted the polytheistic nature of

Japanese “religion”, which includes Shintoism and Buddhism.

> Day 4-4th August
The fourth day of the programme began with a visit to various locations in Yanaka. Yanaka, I am told, was an area in
which common people lived in the Edo period. This area is particularly notable in that it has rather narrow streets which
are, I believe, a throwback to this period. A trip to Yanaka cemetery was made, where we were able to see the grave
of Tokugawa Yoshinobu, the fifteenth and last shogun, marking the end of the Edo period and the shogunate power.
We were also about to explore the Natural Museum of Nature and Science, an extensive museum which included an
interesting exhibition on “Japanese People and Nature”. These series of displays looked at the history of Japan from
the first inhabitations of the islands onwards. I was particularly struck by the central case which had a series of models
depicting people from the Palaeolithic to the modern day. The final glass-case, illustrating the modern period, was empty
allowing you to step inside and become part of the exhibit. I thought this was rather charming and perhaps helps visitors
to feel a connection to the past inhabitants of Japan. The dress and activities represented in this central display were also
interesting in terms of what ideas they were presenting to the public with regards to, in my view, a stereotypical gender

division of labour and perhaps an evolutionist idea about human development.
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» Day 5-5th August
The fifth day of the summer school involved an excursion to the Kokugakuin University Museum, where we were warmly
welcome by the museum staff. The university is one of only a few in Japan where, after a period of study, a license can be
obtained to practice Shintoism and as a result the adjoining museum had a highly informative exhibition on Shintoism.
In addition, the museum also features displays on the history of the university museum and Japanese archaeology. I was
particularly fascinated to discover that some of the earliest pottery in the world has been discovered in Japan. For example
at the site of Odai-Yamamoto, in the Aomori prefecture, 16,500 year old pottery fragments have been discovered. The
museum is also currently engaged in a rather interesting pottery project. They are currently trying to match the pottery
within their collection to the highly diverse array of decorative patterns that have been identified from the Jomon period.
The catalogue of these “cord markings” was established by Yamanouchi Sugao. In the afternoon, a visit was made to the
Noge Otsuka kofun. This consisted of a large-sized scallop-shaped tomb and a central tomb mound, from the Middle Kofun
period (approximately 5th century). The kofun was shaped like a keyhole, which is a supposed indication of an affiliation
with Yamato. Four individuals were interred in this kofun and the grave-goods associated with these individuals included
magatama beads, metal arrows, spears and swords. It was interesting to note that modern productions of Haniwa pottery

had been placed around the bottom of the kofun mound, an active engagement of the Japanese people with the past.

> Day 6-6th August
On the morning of the sixth day, we visited the Tokyo National Museum. Whilst exploring the museum’ s large collection
I was particularly drawn to a Haniwa figurine, from the Kofun period, which was in the shape of an elaborately dressed
woman. I thought that this figure was a wonderful way of gaining an insight into the possible attire of the Kofun period
people. Although of course, considering that Haniwa were tomb ornaments it is possible that the attire represented by such
figures were formal, rarely worn, attire. I was also rather amused to see that it was possible to purchase Haniwa plushies, a
fun insight into how archaeology is commodified and presented. The exhibit on Noh Masks was also highly enjoyable and
provided an enjoyable taster of Japanese theatre, prior to a visit to a Kabuki performance later that day. We were treated
to a viewing of the play Sakaro. I was in awe of the painstaking effort that must have been put into the scenery and
costumes and was surprise to find that all the female characters were played by males, akin to traditional performances of

Shakespeare’ s pieces.

> Day 7-7th August
The seventh day involved an exploration of Japanese art, both modern and historical pieces. The first gallery we visited,
my personal favourite, exhibited Japanese pop-culture, specifically manga, anime and games at the National Art Centre
Tokyo. This was especially enjoyable for me as such media has played a significant part in my childhood and even to
this day provides me with much entertainment. Another gallery which I was particularly enthralled by was that of the
Suntory Museum of Art. This museum provided a fitting compliment to the contemporary exhibits we visited that day.
The museum was currently holding an exhibition on “Treasures of the Fujita Museum: The Japanese Conception of
Beauty”. The central piece of this display was the Yohen Tenmoku Tea Bowl, a designated National Treasure. It was a

real treat to view such an exquisite piece.

: art
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> Day 9-9th August
Our first activity in Hokkaido was to take part in the excavation of the Oshima II site. This site consisted of a series of
pit dwellings, dating from the Satsumon culture (approximately 900 years ago). Tokyo University has been excavating
this site since 2009 and so far has completed the excavation of two such dwellings and partial excavation of a third. Our

task was to start excavating a fourth pit dwelling. We had to remove approximately 30 centimetres of topsoil before we
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reached a black, ash layer thought to be the possible remains of the burning of the pit-dwelling, after it was abandoned.
Much to our excitement, whilst excavating, a few fragments of Satsumon pottery were also discovered. It was particularly
interesting for me, as a European archaeology student, to examine the manner in which Japanese archaeology is carried
out. For instance, I was intrigued to learn that a “cross-belt” section is typical for viewing the stratigraphy of a feature

in Japan. In contrast, it is usual with such circular features, as pit-dwellings, in Europe to half-section them.

»Day 10-10th August

On the second day of the summer program in Hokkaido, a lecture on the prehistory of Hokkaido was presented to us by
Dr Toshiaki Kumaki. It was particularly interesting to realise that Hokkaido had an Epi-Jomon period from approximately
500BC to AD600 and that the Yayoi culture did not reach Hokkaido. In the afternoon, the group was able to have some
more “hands-on” experience with Japanese material culture. We were asked to attempt to re-fit some Jomon pottery from
the Tokoro River Mouth site. This task allowed us to practice a vital skill for any archaeology student and encouraged us to

think about the similarities or differences between the fragments, in terms of thickness, inclusions, pattern colour etc.

»Day 11-11th August

The group was able to engage in further practical activities on the third day, of the program in Hokkaido, by making
Magatama beads. These beads are known from the Jomon period to the Kofun period and are an iconic piece of material
culture in japan. The oldest Magatama beads are made of talc and the students were each given a piece of talc and
sandpaper to create their own bead. This activity certainly gave one an appreciation of the skill which is involved in the
creation of each piece. Following this, we went on a tour of Tokoro Archaeology Park and saw the recreation of several
Satsumon pit-dwellings which had been excavated there. The recreations really helped to put into context the soil

depressions, the remains of the pit-dwellings, which we had been excavating at the Oshima IT site.

> Day 12-12th August

On the fourth day of the Hokkaido program we visited a number of local archaeological sites. At the Tokoro Historic site,
we were able to view not only Satsumon pit dwellings but also those of the Okhotsk, the latter being substantially larger
in size. It was rather sad to hear that this area is often unknown to both tourists and the resident populous, although
previous attempts have been made to convert the area into an archaeological park. The next visit was to the Tokoro Shell
Mound. This was particularly interesting as it not only provided information regarding the diet of the Jomon people, but
also informs us about the comparatively warmer climate 4,000 years ago, indicated by the presence of clams. Following
this, we visited the Tokoro Chasis, a ditch fort used by the Ainu people in the second half of the 17th century. This site
was particularly thrilling as a large number of Epi-Jomon pottery was visible across the surface of the area. The final trip
was to the neighbouring town of Yubetsu and their museum. This museum had a particularly interesting exhibition on
the notion of “farmer soldiers”, and their accompanying families, who were sent, in the 19th century, to Hokkaido, from

Honshu, in order to “develop” the land.

» Day 13-13th August

The fifth day of the Hokkaido program was the official end of the summer school, although on the following day we would
be visiting the city of Abashiri. We received a fascinating lecture from Dr Ilona Bausch about the influence of the Jomon
culture upon modern day Japanese society. It certainly seems to be the case that many Japanese people feel a significant
connection with the Jomon period, particularly with reference to their supposed peaceful nature. This affiliation can be
seen in such facets of Japanese society as anime, literature, festivals, fashion, manga, art exhibitions, and craft workshops.

The remainder of the day was spent report-writing and culminated in a delightful certificate ceremony.

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to the staff that organised this wonderful summer program. I have certainly
formed a lot of wonderful memories and am incredibly grateful for this rare opportunity to gain insight into Japanese

heritage and archaeology.
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» Day 1-1st August
On our first day we met at the University of Tokyo Hongo campus, introduced ourselves and received a short introduction
to the program. In the afternoon we had plenty of time left, so we went to Asakusa and visited an temple in Ueno Park,
having a glimpse of the historic buildings near our hotel. After dinner in our free time we went to a karaoke bar near Ueno

station to get to know each other.

»Day 2-2nd August
After breakfast we went to the University of Tokyo Hongo Campus to attend a lecture by Prof Hiromi Shitara, who
introduced us to the archaeology of Japan. He clarified the difference between the prehistoric periods in Japan, such as
the Palaeolithic, Kofun, Jomon and Yayoi periods, and explained the Satsumon culture. Although I had already heard a
bit about these periods the lecture provided me with much new information. After the lecture we were divided into three
groups to prepare for short presentations on the Jomon, Yayoi and Kofun periods. My group had to present the Kofun
period in detail. During the preparation for a 5-minute presentation we received a lot of new interesting information.
At first the tutors thought about deciding on the winner group that presented the best presentation, but since every
presentation was completely different they decided to call all three groups winners. After the presentations we saw
collections of the Archaeology Department, which consisted of Japanese, Korean and Chinese archaeological finds
exhibited next to South American and Egyptian finds. It was a great opportunity to see these collections because they are
not usually open to the public and included many interesting objects. After lunch we went to the Edo-Tokyo Museum.
The museum was really impressive because of the effective use of reconstructions and the contrast between the Edo

period and Japan during the industrial evolution.

»Day 3-3rd August
We visited on our third day a historic place called Nikko. After the long train ride we had an breath-taking view of a
shinto shrine. The colors and the details in the ornaments were very beautiful. Although we spent the whole day there

and my feet were hurting I wished I could stay longer. After the visit of the shrine we also tried some delicious local food.

> Day 4-4th August
In the morning we visited a big cemetery in Yanaka, which has existed since the early Meiji period. It was the biggest and
I think also the oldest cemetery in use that I have ever seen. Due to many students’ interests in Japanese yokai we walked
to an art exhibition about yokai art at the Tokyo University of the Arts. On our way we found another small exhibition
on the same topic held in a Buddhist temple. I had never seen any old yokai paintings, and thought that this genre is very
fascinating. On the same day we also visited the National Museum of Nature and Science, which was so big that we were

able to see only a half of it. Due to the heat outdoors, a visit to this museum was much welcomed.

»Day 5-5th August
On the fifth day we first visited the Kokugakuin University Museum. The staff from the museum gave us a very warm
welcome. They gave us a well informed guidance about the museum and a lot of infomaterial. After lunch we went to
Noge Otsuka Burial Mound and Todoroki Valley Park. Both were impressive in different ways. Afterwards we visited
the Intermediatheque near the Tokyo station. It was a fascinating exhibition where animal bones were exhibited next to

paintings and artefacts.

»Day 6-6th August
On Thursday we visited the Tokyo National Museum in the morning. I really liked the exhibited samurai swords

and armours and also calligraphic works. In the afternoon we went to a Kabuki theater where we had an insight into
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traditional Japanese intangible heritage.

> Day 7-7th August
In the morning we visited the National Art Center and the Suntory Museum of Art, and in the afternoon the Mori Art

Museum. In the National Art Center there was an exhibition on anime, manga and games, which I really liked.

»Day 8-8th August

We flew to Hokkaido on this day and had our first day in Japan far away from skyscrapers and with beautiful nature.

: art
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»Day 9-9th August
Due to the adverse weather forecast we started our work of archaeological excavation sooner than originally planned. At
Oshima II site we excavated a pit dwelling. It was very interesting to see how excavation techniques can be different in
different countries. Because it was really hot and dry on that day, the work was exhausting. Even though we only found

two pieces of ceramic, I greatly enjoyed the whole process.

»Day 10-10th August
In the morning we listened to an interesting lecture by Dr Kumaki about the prehistory in Hokkaido, from which we
learned many details about local prehistory. Afterwards we saw collections of local folk culture housed in an unused
primary school. The collections consisted of a variety of objects and I had a feeling of treasure hunting. On this day
we also tried to refit pottery pieces. Every table had a stack of pottery pieces from an archaeological context and we
had to find pairs. I enjoyed this refitting work, because I like practical work and also because we were able to handle

archaeological finds directly.

»Day 11-11th August
In the morning we made magatama beads. It was interesting to see how each of the beads we made had a slightly different
shape, and despite that all beads could still be called magatama. Before the making of magatama beads we had a lecture
about excavated sites in Hokkaido. We also took part in a guided tour around the Tokoro Fieldwork Station and saw
reconstructed pit dwellings. After the guided tour we visited the Tokoro Archaeological Museum, which was next to the
Tokoro Fieldwork Station. The replicas we saw at the guided tour and in the museum were really impressive and very
detailed.

»Day 12—-12th August
We went to see several pit dwellings of the Satsumon and Okhotsk cultures in the morning. It was interesting to note the
difference of pit dwellings from the size of the depression. We then went to see a shell mound of an impressively large size.
We also visited a fort of the Ainu culture and a museum in a neighbouring town, Yubestu. I liked the museum because I
learned much about the local history of a village in Hokkaido. We also went to the Saroma Lake and saw a local fisherman

preparing for catching salmons.

»Day 13-13th August
In the morning we listened to a detailed presentation from Dr Ilona Bausch about the modern Japanese society and
its association with Japanese archaeology. Especially the part about the festivals with Jomon background was very

interesting.
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