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Foreword to the Winter Program 2020

The 5th Sainsbury Institute - Faculty of Letters,
University of Tokyo Winter Program in British
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage was another great
success - despite some of the most severe storms
of recent years (our day at Avebury at the height of
Storm Ciara was especially memorable) and we felt
that this year the students responded particularly well
to the program and developed close bonds over the ten
days they were together.

The Summer and Winter Programs, jointly run
by the two institutions, are offering a very valuable
introduction to cultural heritage in the two countries,
along with expert insights into how cultural heritage
is conceptualised and managed in Japan and England.
At the same time, the programs provide a unique
opportunity for students from the University of Tokyo
and universities in the UK to spend an intensive period
together, sharing experiences and bonding through
a common appreciation of the importance of cultural
heritage.

I am once again especially grateful to my colleagues
at the Sainsbury Institute: this year Dr Andrew
Hutchinson guided the group for the entire trip,
assisted by Professor Uchiyama Junzo, Oscar Wrenn,
and Dr Luke Edgington Brown. Hannah Stroud in
Norwich worked hard in Norwich to ensure all the
arrangements were as smooth as possible. I would
also like to thank all the heritage professionals who
gave their time to meet the students and explain
how cultural heritage is managed in England. Thanks

also to the staff from the Faculty of Letters at the

University of Tokyo who played such an important role
in ensuring the success of the Program, in particular
Professor Kunikita Dai who has been such a stalwart
for all of the Summer and Winter Programs to date.
We wish him every success in his move to Hokkaido
University. For the first time this year we based
ourselves mainly in one place, around the beautiful
historic city of Salisbury. Sarum College, in the heart of
the Cathedral Close, provided a wonderfully welcoming
and understanding home for our stay, and I am
tremendously grateful to the staff there for being so
accommodating.

Exchange through cultural heritage offers wonderful
opportunities to enhance mutual intercultural
understanding on many levels. I am sure that all of the
graduates of these Programs will find themselves in
influential positions in whatever career they pursue. It
is our heartfelt hope that the memories they acquire
during the Programs inspire them to advocate respect
for cultural heritage wherever they encounter it. We
also hope that they will continue to both make use
of and contribute to the network of graduates of the

Programs of which they are a part.

Executive Director and Head of Centre for Archaeology and Heritage
Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
Norwich, UK

Professor Simon Kaner
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¥ Thematic Report

Alexandra Kelly, Daniel Dodd, Erina Mameuda, Fruzsina Farkas,

Joseph Hatton

The Winter Programme has offered many
opportunities to visit various heritage
institutions and archaeological sites which
allowed us to learn how experts contribute to
the understanding of archaeology.
Furthermore, we got to know more about

Japanese archaeology and culture, and long-
standing connections between the two
nations that have been maintained today by
the Sainsbury Institute.

DA by v —BYERICK DR

Museums in the UK try to keep the narrative
as factual as possible; however, due to the
nature of the work, facts cannot always be
determined, leaving exhibitions open to a
certain degree of interpretation.

A concurrent theme present in heritage work
relates to how preservation retains our link
with the past and allows us to better
understand what we started out with and
how far we have come as a species. Many
cultural heritage organisations attempt to
engage with the public effectively in order to
deliver the knowledge and the fascination of
archaeology, and various methods are being
used including visual representations, models,
and reconstructions. In addition, the talks
concerning museum management have

presented issues that are abundant in
heritage conservation: for instance, museums
such as the Wiltshire Museum are
undergoing financial difficulties caused by the
reduction of funding from the County Council,
meaning they have to rely on private
donations and charging the visitors.
Meanwhile at Wessex Archaeology, it was
interesting to find out that there were
multiple ways to be involved in archaeology
as a profession other than becoming a
fieldworker or an academic researcher, such
as 3D design, illustration, surveying (e.g.
GPR, using the most advanced equipment). It
was a good opportunity to understand the
reality which the heritage sector faces,
discuss our ideas to improve such situations
among the fellow students and think about
the future of archaeology.

One of the main purposes of the programme
other than to learn about heritage
conservation was to connect with Japanese
students in order to understand the
similarities and differences between Japanese
and British culture and heritage. Growing up
in the UK there aren’'t many opportunities to

learn about Japanese culture and history,
especially in schools. Curriculums tend to




have a very euro-centric focus and mindset,
rarely taking time to explore or even
introduce more distant societies. Oftentimes
we find that both our own knowledge on far
away cultures and that of those around us
may be based upon stereotypes and
misconceptions.

The talks by Prof Uchiyama on Japanese
stone circles and Prof Miyao on flame pots
were really engaging and have changed our
perspective on and removed our
preconceptions about Japanese history. This
sparked an interest in areas of history we
previously didn't even know existed such as

Japanese Pre-history and the Jomon period.

a distinct uniform style. This has not only
changed our perspective of Prehistoric Japan

but of the entire Prehistoric world.

AU LIC KD RNGRIINGDHER

We found the designs of the middle age
Jomon pots to be particularly striking. The
seemingly complex shapes and lines follow a
number of rules similar to modern day
Japanese forms of art such as Haiku poetry,
allowing for complex variations in design but

BRFEE(ICIDNRIBEMIE= 2 XY bDFEE

Through talking with heritage professionals
and experts in specialised fields of
archaeology and history (and even being
allowed to go inside Stonehenge), we have
been introduced to an in-depth narrative of
prehistoric monumentality in the two
countries. For example, it was fascinating to
see how major changes in Prehistoric
(Neolithic - Bronze Age) Britain mirror
those in Prehistoric Japan. The Oyu stone
circles dating to the late Jomon period (2000
- 1500 BC) are contemporaneous to the last
stages of Stonehenge, and have many similar
features; for example, both are made up of
multiple concentric circles and set up in
relation to the winter and summer solstice.
They also had similar demographic contexts,
with a decrease in population around the

11
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time of monument building that would
suggest they were reactions to a time of
distress in both countries. Similarities can
also be found between the burial mounds of

the Kofun period and the round barrows near

Stonehenge, as although they have a different
shape and date, they had the same purpose:
to remember and revere ancestors by
altering the landscape. These customs also
had a sudden end when a more “developed”
culture migrated in from the continent, which
also highlights the importance of
geographical location and the environment in
studying prehistoric peoples. Despite there
never being a direct connection between
Britain and Japan in prehistory, this shows
that monumentality and the observation of
heavenly bodies are universal concepts that
are inherent to the human condition.

British and Japanese archaeology also have

HEZLER L TERR
(Ew b - UN—=XE98E)

had an intertwined history. The main figure
1s William Gowland who - despite having no
formal archaeological training - was a pioneer
in his work both on Stonehenge and Japan's
Kofun period (3rd - 7th c. AD). He lived in
Japan for 16 years and during that time, he
excavated numerous burial mounds and his
personal collection contributed significantly
to the Japanese collection at the British
Museum. After he returned to England, he
raised Stone 22 of the Sarsen Circle of
Stonehenge after in 1901; as well as producing
the most detailed account of excavations of
the time. Previously, we had no idea that
British and Japanese archaeology have had
such a close relationship and it was a
privilege to be part of that through this
programme.

Human life was rich with interconnectivity
and cultural exchange even from some of the
earliest phases of humanity, and the course
allows one to recognise the degree of
commonality between our experiences in
such a connected, globalised world, and the
expanding horizons of prehistoric life. Many
people may perceive such intertwining/
enmeshing of distant lives as a uniquely
modern phenomenon, whilst seeing the
prehistoric world as closed off and insular,
but the sites and museums we visited, and
the lectures we were given the chance to

attend, showed clearly how important the

O RV iBYEDRTG
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ability to move and share ideas was to
prehistoric peoples. The museums and
exhibits we visited often highlighted this
within the collections they showed - the
Museum of Salisbury, despite focusing on one
specific locality of Britain, was able to clearly
demonstrate the extent of movement of
people and cultural transfer that existed even
in prehistory, and was likely a fairly regular
aspect of life. Our exploration of the
development of the Stonehenge monuments
and other sites in the landscape highlighted
the role of migration and community in the
lives of those who built and lived around
Stonehenge. The nature of these migrations
may not always be clear to researchers - the
number of people involved, the intentions
behind them, the degree of replacement or
cooperation - but it constantly provokes
questions and rethinking of the way we
perceive the world. The frequent movements
and influence of different groups of people
clearly had an impact on the way that
communities chose to represent themselves
and interact, which we are able to read and
interpret in the material record. Through our
visits and discussions of the sites, we were
able to examine the way people negotiated
boundaries and identity in a world without
modern borders and centralised governments
to organise such aspects of life - using and
manipulating the landscape as a way to
facilitate both contact and community. The
exchange of ideas and materials that we

engage in so frequently in our contemporary
world has been fundamental in the most
significant changes in developments in
culture and lifestyle throughout the existence
of humanity.

AVITSUR - F—=NATEYI—THEEZT S

This gradual progression or migration,
transference and development of ideologies is
shown through the presentation of religious
practices like burials, treatment of the dead
and the importance of certain artefacts or
trade. Were it not for conservation and works
carried out by archaeologists and heritage
professionals this pragmatic link may be lost
or misconstrued, leading to divergent
theories with impractical explanations like
William Stukeley’s romanticist explanation of
druidism or magic. As societies become more
convoluted, the importance of our historical
narrative can often be ignored or forgotten in
favour of the many technological distractions
available to us, but perseverance of museum
and world heritage officials ensures that it
remains accessible and integral, as testament
to the tenacity of our ancestors regardless of
language or borders.

AR—=UNVIFHEICT
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DEINH L TEDHEVERNICHIBMEADT/OEATE
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BRPETIEE. TLEYT—a ke KUBRLYT
W TORRIBRDPKRDONTNDDIEEND,

ZDERIE. Stonehenge Visitor CentreMF=8MN5E
EHHBTD, THRDOE. HRFHSHFNDILEREICHT
DEARICHLTC BEBEZEEL. T8REEZFAL. T
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BB EIFNWA. BFRINTASIERBERZ G BAET
DABEEEMOTNDETA D,

ZO[#R] ZH<OTHBOELTZDON. HOZDDER
BOM. EWVDEBTHY . OWTIFENIE. ZOEHENE
MIFFHOEDRDOD., EWDBWNIERT 5. HOODEH
HEADEOITHAHEDIC. ZEHFMEYEREL. L.
BRRL. BREA7ORAILIE. AEHSFDORKDIS AR
ETDHEVDBRNEDEICTFET D

Stonehenge Visitor CentreDE=EHELTLVEELD
I EEFDPOHELIEABZERRT HIEDORIFICITERD
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3 Beaker and stone battle-axe
Durrington, barrow G67
This burial found near Woodhenge
contained a beakes and an
unusual ceremonial bm’deu)f(e
made of tourmaline granite from
Lands End, Cornwall. Excavated by
Maud and Benjamin Cunnington,
1926-1928.
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