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Foreword to the Summer Program 2019

It is a great pleasure to introduce the report
for the latest Sainsbury Institute — Faculty of

Letters, University of Tokyo Summer Program.

The Summer and Winter Programs, jointly
run by the two institutions, are offering a very
valuable introduction to cultural heritage in
the two countries, along with expert insights
into how cultural heritage is conceptualised
and managed in Japan and England. At the
same time, the programs provide a unique
opportunity for students from the University
of Tokyo and universities across Europe

and elsewhere to spend a fortnight together,
sharing experiences and bonding through

a common appreciation of the importance

of cultural heritage. We are doubtless very
fortunate in England and Japan that cultural
heritage is highly valued, and that secure
frameworks are in place to protect, conserve
and study that heritage, both tangible and

intangible. We cannot take these frameworks
for granted. In many parts of the world,
cultural heritage is under threat. Despite the
best efforts of both local and international
agencies and countless dedicated individuals,
the impact of war, natural disaster and looting
means that each year irreplaceable treasures
are lost. Exchange through cultural heritage
offers wonderful opportunities to enhance
mutual intercultural understanding on many
levels. I am sure that all of the graduates

of these programs will find themselves in
influential positions in whatever career they
pursue. It is our heartfelt hope that the
memories they acquire during the programs
inspire them to advocate respect for cultural
heritage wherever they encounter it. We also
hope that they will continue to both make use
of and contribute to the network of graduates
of the programs of which they are a part.

Executive Director and Head of Centre for Archaeology and Heritage
Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
Norwich, UK

Professor Simon Kaner
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Tokyo part

Day 1, 9th September

On our first day we arrived at the University
of Tokyo (Hongo campus), where we were
briefed about our stay in both Tokyo and
Hokkaido and had a short introductory
session among the program participants and
professors from the University of Tokyo. It
was unfortunate that not everyone was able
to turn up for the briefing session due to the
disruption caused by the typhoon that

EEST - PRIEY ZRERT 22 E

morning. Even getting to the hotel where we
were staying was difficult. Thankfully
however we all managed to reach the hotel
eventually. After freshening up, we headed
towards Sensoji (Asakusa Kannon Temple).
We were amazed by the scale of not only the
temple but the crowd of people visiting the
site. In the evening we then had a proper
washoku experience for dinner and it was
really delicious if somewhat daunting. After
dinner, as a group we went to Ameyoko for
another meal and enjoyed trying out the local
delights and bonding with the group.

Day 2, 10th September
We had the experience of Japanese teishoku
for breakfast which was quite a lot to

stomach early in the morning for some. Our
first visit for the day was the University of
Tokyo (Hongo campus) where we had a
lecture by Professor Hiromi Shitara. This
gave an overview of the Jomon, Yayoi, and
Kofun periods in Japan and Hokkaido. The
lecture gave us a much clearer idea of the
distinctions between the various periods.
After the lecture, we went into the one of the
university's archive rooms where we got to
see the different artefacts of the various
periods discussed during the lecture. It was
really exciting to see these artefacts up close
and personal, as in the UK there are not
many opportunities for such up-close
experience and exposure with east Asian
artefacts.

After lunch, we went to the Edo-Tokyo
Museum where we got to know more about
the Edo period under the Tokugawa rule. We
had a volunteer guide who spoke great
English to give us a better overview of the
period and what the socio-political
environment was like during the period.
After the museum we decided to make a
quick trip to the Tokyo Skytree which was
made the tallest building in Japan in 2010.

The building and area itself was really

il
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spectacular. We found a Moomin-themed cafe
and enjoyed hot drinks while accompanied by
a large stuffed Moomin seated at our table.
For dinner, we then had western-style food
at the hotel and then went out to an izakaya
for a second dinner of sorts.

Day 3, 11th September

Wednesday started a little earlier than
previous days - so early that some of us
decided to skip breakfast in favour of those
extra few minutes in bed! We took a two-hour
train ride to Nikko which is a beautiful
mountainous town. There we saw a Shrine

complex called Nikko Toshogu Shrine where

FESESABEE Y+ b EAf
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the first shogun was deified. Professor
Holmberg joined us on this trip, acting as a
vital translator for us UK participants.
Professor Holmberg took us around Nikko
and explained the cultural and religious
significance behind the sites situated within
the area. Whilst it was unfortunate that it
was raining during our time in Nikko, such a
weather did add to the spiritual ambiance to
our visit. After we finished the planned
activities for the day, we went back to
Asakusa. Here we wandered the streets and
went to a Japanese izakaya where the older
students (over 20!) tried saké.

Day 4, 12th September

oday was a later start than yesterday, thank
goodness! We headed out to the Noge Otsuka
Burial Mound located in Setagaya, Tokyo. We

had the privilege of Professor Matsuda'’s
company from the University of Tokyo to
explain to us the life history of this burial
mound which, as we discussed, was missing
from the description on the signage of the
site. After that, we headed for a stroll around
the Todoroki Valley Park, which is a natural
site. This sits in complete contrast with the
hustle and bustle of central Tokyo. For lunch,
we tried curry ramen which we enjoyed very
much, especially in this mild weather.

After lunch, we headed towards the
Tamagawadai Kofun Park, where Professor
Matsuda explained the history of the site. We
ended our visit to the area with the
Tamagawa Sengen shrine. This is a shrine
dedicated to the deity of Mount Fuji. The
area is a beautiful sightseeing spot, with a
stunning view of the Todoroki area. These
panoramic landscape views made it easy to
guess why this place was selected for
worship. During our visit to the shrine, a
Shinto wedding was taking place. The shrine
was decorated accordingly, which was a
charming addition to our experience of the
site. After the visit, we went to the
Intermediatheque museum which is a joint
venture between the Japan Post Co. Ltd and
the University of Tokyo. Despite its location
in a shopping mall, the unique way in which
it presents its collections provides a new
lease of life to artefacts; with modern sleek
styling to continue their educational motive.
In the evening, the group took a tour around
the University's Hongo campus.

Day 5, 13th September

This morning, we took a stroll around Ueno
Park with Professor Matsuda, who pointed
out to us key sites around the park. It was
Interesting to know that even though it was a
rather unassuming park, continuously passed
through by residents or people heading to
other sites, there were a lot of important
historical sites in the park. After our stroll,

11
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we visited the Tokyo National Museum. The
scale of the enormous complex was
impressive, so we split off into smaller
groups. The museum was filled with
numerous displays of artefacts beginning
from the palaeolithic and neolithic periods of
Japan. Once the official program had finished
for the day, we decided to see a traditional
Kabuki play. The dance-drama was moving,
conveying the universal emotions of family
and betrayal. Once the performance ended,
we decided to try traditional Japanese sweets
(wagashi) at a place near the venue.

Day 6, 14th September

Today we visited three museums: the
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo,
Suntory

Museum of Art and the Sen-oku Hakukokan
Museum, Tokyo. At the National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo we saw a retrospective
exhibition of a famous legend in Japanese
animation: Takahata Isao. It was an
impressive exhibition in terms of its scale
and content properly charting and
documenting the animations he has done
from the beginning to the end of his career. It
was thoroughly enjoyable watching the
animations alongside his detailed storyboards.

Afterwards, we proceeded to the Suntory
Museum of Art. Here we saw an exhibitigr;

Oribe pottery. We had audio guides which
succinctly explained the different wares so
that we could get a much better
understanding of the technology and the
history that went into their making.

Finally, we visited the Sen-oku Hakukokan
Museum which showed the restored works
from the Sumitomo Collection. Although it
was a fairly small museum, the kind of
collection they were exhibiting was
impressive. We were most impressed by the
scrolls depiciting various arhats. It was also
interesting to see how the museum was
sponsored by a major banking firm.

Day 7, 15th September

This day of the program was left entirely
open for us to pursue our interests. We were
split into two groups. Group A first visited
Rikugi-en. The place’s name means Garden of
the Six Principles of Poetry referring to the
1dea of the six elements in waka poetry. Here
we were given a guided tour of the gardens
by a local, Japanese man who had once lived
in London. The tour was intended to be for

an hour but two hours had soon passed and
we had only seen a small part of the gardens!
We ended our time in the gardens with
traditional tea and sweets.

BB - EMECORE (T b —EifiBICCRRER)

on Mino teaware. This was an extensive
collection of Kiseto, Setoguro, Shino, and
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We then had lunch in a local cat-themed café.
Everything from the glasses to the walls
were covered in feline designs. Thereafter
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we headed to the Nezu-jinja Shrine where the
iconic Torii were truly a delight to behold.

Group B decided to explore the Yanaka-Nezu-
Chiyoda area. we first went to a calligraphy
museum where we got to learn about
traditional Chinese characters (Kanji). The
museum was not in a big space but it was
very informative and made things easy for us
visitors to understand.

After this we proceeded to the second
museum; one dedicated to sculpture. This
house was originally the sculptor Fumio
Asakura. This specially designed space was
beautiful and it displayed his collections in an
effective manner. At the top of the house,
there was a beautiful garden where a few of
his larger sculptures were being exhibited.
The last stop of the day was to a cat café. It
was very fun and the cats were extremely
cute. Lastly, we visited 3331 chiyoda, a
converted school, which was an interesting
concept as an art space encompassing
galleries, shops and various dining facilities.

Hokkaido part

Day 8, 16th September

Today we left early for the airport and
headed to Hokkaido by airplane. Internal
travel in Japan varies drastically from that of
our international flight meaning the queue for
checking-in our luggage was rather stressful

but we all figured it out eventually. We had
our lunch at the airport where we tried bento
lunch for the first time. It was a rather
overwhelming experience as there was a
wide variety of food and everything looked
delicious. After our flight we reached
Hokkaido, and then we were driven to the
Tokoro Fieldwork Station. Here we had a
short briefing session.

In the evening, we had an opening reception
together and enjoyed a delicious meal of lamb
yakiniku as well as potato salad and
imodango (Fried potato cake) given by Mr
and Mrs Kanazawa (our neighbours living in
Tokoro). Many of us then took ourselves for
an early night after a tiring day of travelling.

Day 9, 17th September
Our time in Hokkaido began with a lecture

EBEEDFRFHIC DN T DHFRE

from Kumaki-sensei, one of the archaeology
professors from University of Tokyo,
regarding the ancient history of Hokkaido.
The differences in the progression of cultures
between, Hokkaido and Honshu where briefly
explained but in great detail. Reference was
made to the production of rice and the
influence of China and Korea as factors in
Hokkaido’s prehistoric culture’s development.
These seemingly small differences in contact
and climate vastly altered the two distinct
parts societies of Japan.

After our lecture we were able to experience
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archaeological work for the first time. We
were divided into groups and handed a box of
pottery shards. These fragments varied in
size, shape and chronological types. Pottery

refitting is similar to completing a jigsaw but

BT S DEEGHER

with no picture to copy and you have lost
over half of the pieces. Many excavated
materials are found in single units rather
than as collective wholes, henceforth a great
deal of patience and passion is required to
reassemble materials uncovered by
archaeologists.

Next we took a tour of the Tokoro
Archaeological Museum located next to our
accommodation. Displays of the vast number
of pit dwellings, which have been excavated
are front and centre in the museum. This
ongoing work has been undertaken
collectively by the University of Tokyo, the
University of Hokkaido, and the city of
Kitami, all of whom have separate but

collaborative records stored within the

MESESEHERIIEDORS

museum.

Day 10. 18th September

On this day we visited many museums. On
our way to the first museum we stopped at a
flower garden to take in the sights and smells
of Hokkaido. Our first museum was the
Shiretoko Museum, which is a hybrid of a
local and natural history museum. It was well
categorised into various historical themes,
such as “History of Forestry” and “History of
Life in Shiretoko”. The museum had an
extremely large and rich collection of
historical artefacts to look at.

After our trip to the museum we went for a
picture stop in the Shiretoko Pass within the
wider Shiretoko National Park. After this we
proceeded to the Shiretoko Goko Lakes and
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Shiretoko Mountain Range. It was a great
view and a moment for us to savour together
as a group. On our way back from the park
we went to see the Oshinkoshin waterfall, a
large waterfall along the coast. This was
hugely impressive and we paused to take
many photos of the view. This natural
wonder was the perfect end to yet another
action-packed day.

Day 11, 19th September

In the morning our group gathered at the
fieldwork station to try our hands at making
Jomon comma-shaped beads. Typically these



would be made out of jade but we used
soapstone this time. Jade is a material that is
not commonly found in Hokkaido, hence, it
can be taken as a evidence of long-distance
trading during the Jomon period. To produce
these comma-shaped beads we rubbed the
surface of the stone with various kinds of
sandpaper. Kumaki-sensei drilled a hole in
the beads so they could be worn. We were
very pleased with our final product of Jomon
beads. This activity helped us appreciate the
technical skill required to manufacture these
artefacts.

After lunch we attended a second lecture
regarding the previously excavated Oshima
sites by the university and the work and
previous Summer Program attendees. This
was an exciting preview into our own

KEBIFCOWVWTDEE

excavation work due for later in the program.
After being inside all day, we went for an
adventure to Dioscorea shell-mound. The
mound, along the Tokoro River bank, is dated
from the middle of Jomon period and is the
largest such mound in Eastern Hokkaido.

Day 12, 20th September

Our original plan for today was to excavate
the Oshima sites dug by last year’s program.
With our excavation outfits on and more bug
stray than bottles of water, we began our
journey to the Oshima site. Unfortunately, as
the professors went to purchase some more

mosquito repellent, it began raining. As a
result we had to postpone our dig.

Our itinerary was overhauled and new plans
were hatched with great speed. In the
afternoon, we visited three different
museums. The first of these was the
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples. Here
there were permanent and temporary
exhibitions regarding the traditions and
cultures of those found in the most northern
regions of the world.

After this, we attended the Abashiri Local
Museum; which was an eclectic mix of
taxidermy animals, including a terrifying
display of a family of bears, as well as local
history and archaeology. The final museum
we visited was the Moyoro Shell Mound
Museum. Excitingly, Kumaki-sensei had
worked on this mound and was featured in
one of the display pictures there. The
museum focused on the Moyoro peoples and
their distinctive culture, called the Okhotsk.
The Okhotsk coastal fishing and hunter-
gatherer culture differed from other people in
Hokkaido during this period. One notable
difference between Okhotsk culture and the
more common Post-Jomon and Satsumon
cultures is their particular burial traditions.
Several adult graves have been discovered

BYERS (E30OBFREICTHR—YIMLICHNZSIE)

with legs bound and human skulls with clay
pots placed over them.
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Day 13, 21st September

Today, we had some fantastic sunny weather.
First, we went to the Abashiri Prison
Museum. Here we learnt that the prison
house was inspired by the Prison de Louvain
in Belgium. We also learned about the tough
lives the inmates led. This included the types
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of activities in which they participated during
their time in prison as well as how they
washed and were fed. In addition to this, we
also watched a wonderfully immersive video
about the prison inmates who were forced to
help with the construction of the roads in
Hokkaido.

Fortunately for the rest of the day the rain
remained at bay. As a result we could finally
travel to the Oshima 1 site to excavate. Here
we were tasked with excavating deeper on
the sites dug during last year’s Summer
Program. Group 1 were able to unearth great
quantities of obsidian within the unchecked
dirt from last year’s excavation. Group 2
however, were unable to discover any
material finds at alll Though the excavation
experlence was rather short-lived we now
have a far better understanding on the
process of excavation as well as a further
understanding of the kind of soil and terrain
qualities within the Oshima site. Once we
returned to the accommodation, we came
together in the kitchen to watch the rugby

- New Zealand vs South Africa.

Day 14, 22nd September

This was the final day of the program. The
day started early with everyone cooking
breakfast before the morning lecture. The
lecture was presented by Professor
Holmberg. The theme centred upon the
limited artistic representation of Ainu culture
in Japanese manga. It was interesting to see
how a genre of writing, often looked down on
in academic disciplines, could be an
interesting lens through which to consider
the representation and understanding of the
Ainu in post-colonial Hokkaido.

After our lecture we had an award ceremony.
We were given beautiful certificates from
Professor Holmberg and Kumaki-sensei. We
then had a group photo taken after. It was
hugely satisfying to see ourselves make it to
the end of a wonderful couple of weeks study.

In the afternoon following our bento lunch we
worked on our written reports and reflected
on our experiences together whilst the
teachers prepared a group meal. A couple of
the UK participants went on a bike ride along
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the coast of Lake Saroma to appreciate the
natural beauty of Hokkaido on the last day.
The food in the evening was delicious. We ate
1t after watching the Scotland lose to Ireland
in the rugby. We then went to bed early
before our early start the next day and the
program’s close.
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" Thematic Report

Evie Bruton, Robert Sizer, Tanya Lee, William Brady

Theme 1: Invisible heritage and its
interactions with modern life

Whilst in Japan, as international students, we
have been struck by the way in which many
forms of heritage remain hidden to those who
pass-it-by as part of their ordinary life. It has
been interesting for us to think about this
with respects to how heritage is presented to
the public and the consequences of its
representation on how it is used by living
populations. As is often the case with ancient
sites, owing to their lack of easily identifiable
and tangible features, they can perhaps slip
under the radar of tourists and residents who
pass them by. It would appear, from our
perspective, that in many cases prehistoric
features and monuments go largely unnoticed
as sites of historical significance, instead
often being allocated new functions in the
present day.

An illustrative example of this phenomena
would be with Ueno park in Tokyo. Many of
us as program participants, both from Japan
and Britain, walked through the park in order
to reach the Hongo campus of the University
of Tokyo. What we learnt through the course
of the program is that the park is filled with
ancient monuments, which today are blended

into the hyper modern Tokyo landscape.
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These burial mounds went unnoticed to
nearly us all as they were only signified by
small 30cm by 80cm information boards (often
only written in Japanese). It appears then
that the presentation of heritage is in this
case somewhat lacking for many of Japan's
ancient monuments.

Arguably, as a result of this ancient sites in
Japan become somewhat anonymous; this
then leads them to develop new meanings
from the populations who interact with them
today. This is a result of the fact they know
relatively little about the sites’ original
meaning. For instance, Noge Otsuka Kofun,
as a site, has had a varied biography of
different meanings. Professor Matsuda
outlined to us how the site has shifted in its
function since the 19th century to date, from
a golf course, through an agricultural land
during the second world war, to a public
park; all these different functions contribute
to the texture of the site's heritage well
beyond the Kofun period and their original
function as burials. This has led to a change
in the biography of the site. There therefore
seems to be an interaction between the
agencies of both the burial mound as a

ERSAEEED A MEhfE
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feature and the humans who see and engage
with it; perhaps not appreciating (or even
knowing) its original significance.

As discussed, the roughly 160,000 kofun sites
in Japan take on a range of different functions
and meanings in the present day. Perhaps
these alternative uses, and the interpretations
imposed on them, are a consequence of their

FESESAEE Y A hERk
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less visible nature compared to other far
more conspicuous sites such as the palaces
and temples of Nikko, Kyoto and Tokyo. The
question must then be whether the same
changes in site meaning and biography would
happen at these more visible sites? Does the
presentation of sites as objects of heritage
shape our understanding of them? It appears
from our perspective that the manner in
which we perceive a site as being historically
significant or not also shapes the way we
interact with them.

I suppose what we as a group have come to
appreciate, through participation in this
program, is that heritage traverses a fine line
between presenting the past and the present.
Should we privilege those who lived
thousands of years ago today or let the
modern world supersede the old? Can this be
the consequence of how we present and
conserve heritage? This program has
provoked an interest, and indeed many
questions from us, in how we should consider

the challenges posed by presenting and
conserving heritage in both Japan and the
UK.

Theme 2: The lack of signage and
information at Japanese historical sites
During this two-week program, we have
come to notice that there is a lack of not only
signage for heritage sites but also information
pertaining to the more recent historical uses
of these sites. We have seen this as a
phenomenon in three different areas of Japan
that we have visited as part of the trip. This
signage is currently lacking much of the
more recent life histories of ancient sites,
which could interest local residents or
visitors further as compared to purely
describing the archaeological history and
original function of the site alone.

Ueno Park

On our fifth day on the program, we took a
scenic stroll around Ueno park. It was rather
surprising to us that there were actually
many historical sites all around us within the

area. The park is one that has been much
frequented by local residents and visitors,
and is often used as a walkway to get to
famous museums. One of the many ancient
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historical landmarks that we noticed in
particular was the Suribachiyama Kofun -
this being an ancient burial mound from
around 1500 years ago. Materials from the
Kofun period were identified in the past from




this particular kofun. Today, the site is often
used as a space of leisure. It is interesting to
note that the function of such a historical
landmark has changed greatly throughout
the years and to appreciate the way that
people use ancient sites towards more
modern ends. It could be of benefit if the
signage at the site included further historical
interpretation of the park’s archaeological
history, instead of the rather cold, and
impersonal descriptions of the site that we
see in the present day. If such descriptions
were to be included in the park’s signage,
perhaps people who visit this site might
recognise and further appreciate it for what
it truly was.

Noge Otsuka Burial Mound

[ESESEEED A hahf
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During our time in Tokyo, we also visited the
Todoroki area where we visited the Noge
Otsuka burial mound, where we visited a
shrine at its top. At the shrine, we noticed
signage which explained about the site but in
a more technical and factual approach. This
centred on the archaeological history of the
space itself. Professor Matsuda further
explained to us an interesting legend relating
to the site, that long ago a man from the
village recovered grave goods from this
burial mound and sold them off for profit.
This then caused him to become “cursed” as
a result of his actions. Hence, a socially
dominant person of that village refilled the

exposed kofun and a shrine was subsequently
built on top of it. In addition to that, we also
learnt from Professor Matsuda that this
burial mound is in a scallop-like shape, a

variant of a keyhole-shape kofun, which was
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reserved for only the most powerful rulers.
Such engaging stories as well as historical
facts were not presented to the public in the
current signage. The description on the sign
was of a more archaeological nature rather
than sharing the later historical
interpretations of the burial mound. Such
information that was omitted would perhaps
help visitors to have a better knowledge of
the variety of burial mounds, as well as the
significance of the site then and now. This
information could possibly help visitors
better understand how the burial mound has
changed overtime. It strikes us that this is a
great omission which would be of great
relevance for presenting to the public.

Archaeological sites in Tokoro

On our third day in Hokkaido, we visited the
archaeological sites of Tokoro. We realised
that quite a number of these sites exist
alongside spaces that are still used by
residents of the local area in the present day.
However, whilst we were on our visits, we
noticed that there was not much signage at
all that suggests the presence of a thoroughly
excavated, published and researched
archaeological site. It was interesting to note
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that one of the sites that we visited, a fort,
coexisted alongside a modern-day farm still
used for the production of food. Indeed, on
the farm itself traces of worked obsidian and
Epi-Jomon pottery were easily visible to us
on the ground surface. Many of the other
excavated sites that we visited in Tokoro
ning

generally had some simple signage explai
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that they were of some archaeological
significance. It is interesting that these, like
the sites we saw in Tokyo, also lack
information on the more recent histories of
these sites. It would help if there was more
information about the kind of excavation that
was done at these sites and the forms of
material culture found within them. Signage
in many cases is valuable opportunity to
convey knowledge in an easily accessible and
low-cost way. In the area of Tokoro, the lack
of such information can be seen as a missed
opportunity to inform the public of the
ancient history of their local area.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Japan has a lot of rich history
that is still very current and embedded
within today’s society and landscape. This
could be something that ought to be further
appreciated and taught, through the medium
of signage, to the local community as well as
tourists visiting the area. Hence, it is crucial
that that the life history of these sites ought
to be recounted and narrated to the people to
get a better understanding of not only the

places they are in and/or visiting but also the
wider historical context of ancient Japan.

Theme 3: The amalgamation of modern
and ancient history

On 15th August 1281, the Mongol Yuan
Dynasty attempted to invade the isle of
Japan. This invasion failed, due to a typhoon
decimating the Mongolian fleet. Japan came
to call these fortuitous storms “divine wind”,
or kamikaze. On our first night in Tokyo, a
typhoon hit the island, a near miss for anyone
flying into Japan on our intended day of
arrival. With this historical precedence of a
natural phenomenon foreshadowing our
journey, we knew that exciting developments
were to come.

The ancient “barbarian” ideology of China
placed China at the centre of the universe,

while other polities located in the periphery
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of China were deemed to be inferior and have
to adopt Chinese values and customs.
Japanese Palaeolithic culture seemingly fits
comfortably into this concept. Many
technological advancements, as exemplified
by stone and metal axes, arrows and bowls,
were brought to Japan from the continent
through Korea as an intermediate.
Archaeology clearly reveals through the
medium of physical artefacts this
transmission of human material culture.
Although Japan's internal cultural differences




were drastic, varying greatly by region, the
influence of more sophisticated material
culture coming from the Continent on the
Japanese archipelago was great.

History books available in the UK talk about
attempts made during the early modern
period of Japan'’s history to abandon
Buddhism. These history books typically
explain that, with pressure from the West,
Japan sought to modernise, basing its new
direction upon Western lines. For the West,
civility as a colonial justifying concept was
accompanied by Christianity. Japan, however,
refused to heed to this demand; Christianity
became legal in Japan during the Meiji period
in 1873, when the broader concept of freedom
of religion was introduced. The Meiji
government prioritised Shintoism over
Christianity and Buddhism. When the
Japanese government reintroduced the
ancient conceptual religion of Shintoism for
the purpose of solidifying its political power,
1t ironically followed precedents of nineteenth-
century political tycoons in the West. Vitally,
this re-education and the rejection of the “old”
led to the destruction and defacing of a great
number of Buddhist temples. Physically in
Japan, however, this phenomenon seemingly
did not transpire. We visited a great number
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of Buddhist temples, of which many
additionally held spaces for Shinto shrines
and imagery. The rejection taught in history
books henceforth was probably incorrect and
a merger of these spiritualities occurred
within the Japanese psyche.

Ultimately, history is the documentation of
human progression. Understanding the past
allows us to better grasp the present. This
program allowed each of us to delve into
Japanese heritage in an immersive first-hand
environment for the furtherance of our own
knowledge, as well as those we hope to
educate.
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