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 “Nanling National Passageway”  

Ming Garrison  
castle and camp 

Villages 
Yao, Han,… 

Guards(wei)  
defense area set up in 
prefecture(fu) level, 
consisted of 5600 
hereditary soldiers  

Garrisons(suo) 
Battalion (qianhu  
suo, 1200 soldiers)   
Company(baihu suo, 
120 soldiers) 

the number of guards 
amounted to 493 in 
early 15th century 

This gis map was compiled 
by Prof. Michael Szonyi 
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4 guards & 10 garrisons 
Lanshan county 

Ningxi battalion 
garrison castle built in 1396 
With camp and fortress 

s

6

400 
villages 
in the 
southern 
part of 
Lanshan 
County 
(Shun 
Xiang) 

Soldier escaped and the military cultivation was for sale or transfer after 
middle Ming Dynasty(after 15th century) 
The Qing Dynasty(1644-1911) abolished the guard and garrison system 
The owners of military cultivation around Ningxi garrison negotiated a 
contract, establishing a registration consisting of eight major surnames, 
and maintained a stable alliance of “Eight Families(ba hu)” 
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Shun Xiang, Lanshan County Distribution of villages with different household registration Distribution of the villages related to Eight Families 

before 6ct— Man(savagery) 
                 6ct— Mo Yao 
                   exemption from corvee  
     after  11ct — Yao 

11ct-13ct — wavering policies to 
Yao people by the court 
14 ct — Early Ming Dynasty grant 
Yao people lands for cultivation 

   
   
   

16ct , war broke up at 
Daqiao fortress of 
Ningxi garrison 
Local power Cheng and 
Zhong families were 
appointed as the 
hereditary officials of 
pacify the Yao people in 
Xishan(west mountain) 
and Dongshan(east 
mountain) , dominating 
the two major living 
areas for over 300 years 
After 16ct —Yao People 
from moving groups to 
semi-autonomous 
mountain residents 

Former Yao Land New Yao Land 

Transformation of Yao Land Distribution of the villages related to Eight Families 
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Distribution of villages with different beginning years 

Early Qing Dynasty 

Mid-late Qing Dynasty 

Case: Juntun villages (Juntun 
means Military cultivation) 

Distinct population growth of Yao nationality in high mountain areas 
Remaining issues to study 
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