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Topic 1: Development of a colonial 
city of Batavia (Jakarta)

Links to global history?

• A European colonial city since 1619

• Multi-ethnic population (Javanese+Sundanese; 
Europeans, Chinese, Muslim Indians, Arabians, 
Malays, etc.)
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Short history of Batavia, a colonial city

1602 Establishment of the 
Dutch East India Company
(VOC)

1619 Batavia as the centre in 
Asia in the Company 
administration

1680- Development of the 
suburban area (sugar 
plantation)

1740 Chinese revolt

1799 End of the VOC

1811-1817 British Occupation

1942- Japanese occupation

1681

1629
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Present JABODETABEK Boundary

Based on the Map of 1797

Based on the Map of ca.1700

Based on the Map of 1815

Based on 
“Plakaatboek”

Weltevreden

Tangerang

Buitenzorg
(Bogor)

Meester Cornelis
(Jatinegara)

Bekasi

Designed by Hiroko Matsuda
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Jabodetabek

• Jabodetabek c. 24M 7,315km2

• City of Jakarta(c. 10M, 664mk2), Bogor, Depok, 
Tangerang, Bekasi

• Tokyo 23 wards: c. 9M, 623km2

• Tokyo Prefecture: c. 13M, 2,189 km2
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Population growth of Batavia
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A sample of population data
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A 28 26 20 15 89 19 2 5 6 32 47 31 6 13 97 124 102 4 3 233 218 161 35 37 451

B 44 44 23 21 132 6 4 3 2 15 20 18 9 12 59 108 108 0 0 216 178 174 35 35 422

C 15 7 1 4 27 0 0 0 0 0 61 23 21 11 116 44 29 5 3 81 120 59 27 18 224

C 6e deel 2 1 2 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 15 3 2 6 26 16 8 0 1 25 33 12 4 8 57

D 12 10 7 5 34 12 17 1 3 33 34 30 3 15 82 43 49 9 1 102 101 106 20 24 251

E 21 21 12 19 73 0 0 0 0 0 37 21 15 12 85 130 85 10 13 238 188 127 37 44 396

F 1e en 
2e deel

9 3 2 0 14 5 5 2 2 14 104 81 41 38 264 80 76 17 18 191 198 165 62 58 483

G 1e deel 5 5 0 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 4 21 16 4 1 42 27 23 4 3 57

G 2e deel 3 2 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 18 17 9 12 56 17 16 0 0 33 38 35 9 12 94

H 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 7 1 2 29 1 0 0 0 1 20 7 1 2 30

J 1e deel 5 4 1 6 16 0 0 0 0 0 96 47 11 12 166 66 58 3 7 134 167 109 15 25 316
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K 7 7 2 2 18 0 0 0 0 0 23 8 2 8 41 15 10 7 5 37 45 25 11 15 96
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L 1e en 
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Batavia, 1882-83: 1:100.000
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Vector data map of Java
I do not know how to put on QGIS????
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Methodology
The first year: training of GIS-based historical study on colonial city 
of Batavia

1. Putting historical maps on GIS device

• Analysis of land-use in a colonial city and its suburban area 
(expansion of urban area; construction of canals and water 
control; development of agricultural fields (sugar and rice), etc.)

• Sources: KITLV (Leiden), National Archives of the Netherlands, NA 
(The Hague)

2. Putting population data (c. 1700, 1750, 1830, 1880, 1930): ethnic 
population data suggests the occupational distribution

• Sources: VOC Archives (NA), Arsip Batavia (The National Archives 
of Republic of Indonesia (ANRI), Published Census (1920, 1930)
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Topic 2: Agricultural development of 
local area(s) in Java
• Land surveys during the 19th century

• Population (from the early-19th century for the 
Dutch/English territories): gender/adult-child/ 
ethnicity; census was from 1920 and 1930

• This is a basis for tax farming

• Links to global history?

• exporting of agricultural products to global market 
(coffee, indigo, sugar, tobacco…)

• Labor-intensive development (agricultural involution)

The first conference: GIS-based Global History from Asian Perspectives (29-31 March 2014)



Sources
1. Text

• Sample survey on land tenure: Eindresumé van het bij Goevernements besluit 
d.d. 10 Juni 1867 no. 2 bevolen onderzoek naar de rechten van den Inlander op 
den grond op Java en Madoera, I: 1876. II: 1880. III: 1896 (最終提要)

• Village surveys in the first half of the 20th century: 

Eg) Cornelis Laurens van Doorn, Schets van de economische ontwikkeling der 

afdeeling Poerworedjo (Residentie Kedoe) (Weltevreden : Kolff & Co, 1926)

2. Population

• Land surveys in the 19th century (ANRI, BL)

• Census 1920, 1930: aggregated data only

3. Map

• Images of East and West: Maps, Plans, Views and Drawings from Dutch Colonial 
Archives: Part II: The Collection of the Ministry of the Colonies, 1814-1963

-- The TOBUNKEN has this micro publication, but…..

• KITLV’s Digital Media Library: 7,092 maps (5 euro per 1 high-resolution data)
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Topic 3: Development of a mining 
island of Banka

• Developed from 1710

• Typical model of the introduction of Chinese labor 
and technique)

• Largest mining area in Southeast Asia (cf. Bangka 
tin was exported as a part of Straits tin in the 
colonial period of the 20th century)

• Sources: Population data are available 
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Bangka’s population (1823) from Siebold, Japan
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Topic 4: Batavia’s international 
trade in the 18th century

• Subtopic 1: The trade of the Dutch East India 
Company (VOC): Archief van de Boekhouder-
general te Batavia (NA) [now database is available.]; 
Euro-Asian trade as well as intra-Asian trade

• Subtopic 2: The trade by non-VOC traders: Dagh-
register Batavia (-1682: published; 1683-1800: 
Arsip VOC in the National Archives of Republic of 
Indonesia)
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Database of Boekhouder-general te Batavia
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Dagh-register Batavia, January 1666
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Appendix: CSEAS’s data

• Agro-SEAD (Agro-SouthEast Asian Database) contains statistical data 
collections of life and environment in the Mainland Southeast Asia. Data 
collected from a number of statistical yearbooks are provided with 
several data format, such as Microsoft Excel or Adobe Acrobat Reader.

• Brief catalogue of Agro-SEAD is listed as follows:

Country Data Range Number of Tables Number of 
Image Files 

Cambodia 1980-2002 308 0 

Laos 1801-2003 2874 0 

Myanmar 1900-2000 471 9 

Thailand 1974-2001 73 0 

Vietnam 1897-1999 158 92 

• The contact address (agro_sead@cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp) discontinues.
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