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RIEEHH 147 (19.7) 139 (18.7) | 219  (29.4) 82 (11.0) 158 (21.2)
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Determinants of Attitudes Towards Homosexuality in

Japan

Jihey Bae
(J.F.Oberlin University)

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the determinants of using the 2015 SSM Survey. The results of the
analysis are as follows: First, as seen in other developed countries, women have positive attitudes towards
homosexuality as compared to men. Second, as a result of multinomial logistic regression, among
socioeconomic factors, age, number of educational years, residence, and occupation affect attitudes
towards homosexuality. Especially, the age factor shows a significant relationship in both men and women,
and the younger generation has a more positive attitude. Although, in part, differences in relation to
education are also detected, which in turn suggest that negative attitudes towards homosexuality can be
improved by education. Third, such social attitudes as conservatism, denial of the standard family, gender
role attitude, and tolerance towards minorities also influence attitudes toward homosexuality. These
results suggest that accepting new ways and minorities, as well as recognizing the diversity of families

and the nontraditional gender role, will reduce prejudice against homosexuality.

Keywords: homosexuality, socioeconomic factors, social attitudes
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