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Relationship Between Sense of Unfairness and Social

Stratification Reconsidered:

Using SSM2005 and SSM2015"

Shigemi Ohtsuki
(Tokyo Metropolitan University)

In this study, the relationship between sense of unfairness and social stratification was analyzed
using SSM 2005 and SSM 2015 data. More specifically, after analyzing the relationship between
sense of unfairness and social stratification linearly, as is done conventionally, the relationship was
reconsidered nonlinearly.

Since the SSM survey in 1985, sense of unfairness has been continuously incorporated into
questionnaires, and many studies have pointed out the weakness of the relationship between social
stratification and sense of unfairness. Against this background, Saito and Ohtsuki (2011) uncovered
the effect of personal income on sense of unfairness using the SSM 2005 data, unlike previous
studies. In other words, while the coefficient of determination of the model was low, a trend was seen
where the lower a person’s income was, the more they considered Japanese society to be unfair. The
first task of this research was to confirm whether this trend was also seen in SSM 2015. As a result of
multiple regression analysis, in SSM 2015, unlike the findings of Saito and Ohtsuki (2011), the effect
of income on sense of unfairness was not statistically significant.

As a second task, the relationship between sense of unfairness and social stratification was
reconsidered as a nonlinear relationship. As a result of multiple correspondence analysis, it was
confirmed that in SSM 2005, income corresponded to sense of unfairness in a U shape with the
bottom at the medium income layer. In addition, the study revealed that the relationship between
sense of unfairness and income became less pronounced in SSM 2015, as the sense of unfairness felt
in the medium income layer became closer to that of other income layers. Through the above analysis,
the study demonstrated the effectiveness of a nonlinear approach as an analytical viewpoint for

analyzing the relationship between sense of unfairness and social stratification.

Keywords: sense of unfairness, income, multiple regression analysis, multiple correspondence analysis
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