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An Analysis of the Relationship between Job Carrier and
Participation in Social Activities among the Elderly:
Focus on the Longest Job Carrier

Heiwa Date
(Shiga University)

Abstract

In previous research, resource theory, which presumes that socio-economic resources such as
education level, income and job effect on the participation in social activities, was investigated. In
addition, previous research has paid much attention to social participation among all generation,
rather the elderly. Furthermore, researchers have not much paid attention to previous job carrier,
although they are interested in the effects of current job status. Thus, this paper aims to clarify the
relationship between socio-economic resource and 5 types of social participation such as voting,
supporting for political activity, civil movement, volunteering and participation in local governance
among elderly. Especially, this paper focuses on the effect of “long carrier job” which represents the
longest job of respondent in the past.

As a result, at first, the elderly tends to participate in these activities in the following order:
voting, participation in local governance, volunteering, supporting for political activity, civil
movement. Second, socio-economic resources are related to almost activities. Especially longest
job carrier is related to volunteering. From these findings, regarding to the analysis about elderly,

the importance of resource theory and the importance of focusing longest job carrier were revealed.

Key words: elderly, participation in social activities, longest job carrier
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