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F1p <.10, *:p <.05, ¥*: p <.01, ***: p<.001
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The Structural Change of the Sense of Unfairness:
Comparison between 2005 and 2015

Yusuke Kanazawa
(Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

This study examines how social changes, such as the increase in non-regular workers and the
spread of “Japan as unequal society” discourse, affect people’s sense of unfairness. After deriving
hypotheses based on previous studies, this study examines changes in the level of people’s sense of
unfairness and its determinants by analyzing the 2005 and 2015 SSM surveys.

There are four main findings. (1) The level of people’s sense of unfairness is higher in 2015 than
in 2005, controlling for the difference in distribution of socio-economic status between two periods.
(2) There is no change in the relationship between the level of sense of unfairness and sex, age, or
education in the two periods. (3) Unemployed people, job seekers, and employees had a higher level
of sense of unfairness in 2015, while such people did not have higher levels of sense of unfairness in
2005. (4) Family income had no effect on the level of sense of unfairness in 2015, while family
income had a negative effect on the level of sense of unfairness in 2005.

These results have two implications. First, the increase in the number of non-regular workers and
the widening gap of working conditions cause employees and job seekers to feel a higher level of
sense of unfairness. Second, the spread of “Japan as unequal society” discourse causes unemployed
people to feel a higher level of sense of unfairness by supplying the knowledge about social
inequality.

Keywords: the sense of unfairness, the increase in non-regular workers, the spread of “Japan as
unequal society” discourse





