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A Statistical Analysis of non-pensioners’ risk in the Japanese National
Pension System:

From the viewpoint of Job Career Pattern and Reproduction

Yukari Furusato

Shinshu University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the risk factor of poverty among non-pensioners
in Japan in the recent years. It has often been discussed that the pension problem is the result of
institutional problems of payment in the pension system, economic difficulties like
unemployment, issues with specific social status i.e., primary insured person, and finally,
poverty risk problem of irregular and self-employed workers. Therefore, in this research, we
analyze the risk factor by job career pattern, social status, and the influence of current assets and
parents using the 2015 SSM survey data and logistic regression analysis.

We found that the effect of job career pattern and continuation which being irregular and
self-employed or unemployment under controlled social economic status coincides with
previous studies about liquidity constraints factor. People who were irregular workers,
self-employed, and unemployed for a longer period, were at a higher risk of becoming
non-pensioners. Furthermore, even if these factors such as social economic status, job career
pattern were controlled, the effect of a father’s job status was significant. In addition to the
social vulnerability of self-employment and irregular employment that has been pointed out in
the conventional discussion, these findings also suggest risks in these occupations in the pension

system.

Keywords: Non-Pensioners’ risk, Job Career Pattern, Intergenerational Persistence
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