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The Career of Women’s’ Nurse

Tsutomu Watanabe

(Kwansei Gakuin University)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of nursing as a career for women. Japanese
society is a rapidly aging society and the demand for nurses is increasing. But the supply of nurses is not
enough. Though there are many papers about nurses’ turnover and return, there are few papers that
analyze a nurse’s whole career.

We examine the characteristics of women nurses, comparing the nursing occupation with other
occupations. Our research has the following findings. First, young nurses do not retire early. Second,
nurses are likely to retire when they give birth to a baby. Third, the working conditions (wages and
working hours) of nurses are not bad when compared to those of the other occupations. However, the
nurses are not satisfied with their work. Fourth, with regards to changing their job, non-regular
employment in small hospitals is easy to find. Fifth, even if they temporarily leave their jobs, they can

easily return to work. Finally, many nurses move to other jobs.

Keywords: nurses, job career, job satisfaction, sequence analysis
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