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Job Career in Modern Japan: 1910s - 2010s

Tsutomu Watanabe

(Kwansei Gakuin University)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the change in jobs/careers from the 1910s to the 2010s.
There are many papers that analyze the SSM data of jobs/careers, but there are no papers that analyze the
long-term changes in jobs. We examine the differences in jobs in the different eras by analyzing the
moving rates, the relation between various occupations, and the job patterns.

Our research shows the following findings. First, moving rate increased during wartime and after
the 1980s. Second, relations between different occupations change according to the era. Third, the
diversity index of 20 years’ of job increases during wartime and after the 1980s. Fourth, the impact of first
job, father’s job, and education on job pattern increases after the 1970s.

From the 1910s to the 2010s, there were three turning points in the job pattern namely, the era of
Asia-Pacific war, the era of the high economic growth period, and the era of the bubble economy.

Keywords job career, moving rate, diversity index
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