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The Influence of Past Health Problems on
Socioeconomic Status:

An Analysis Using Job History Data”

Hiroshi Kanbayashi
(Tohoku Gakuin Uiniversity)

Abstract

Two causal directions exist in the relationship between health and socioeconomic status
(SES): "SES affects health" and "health affects SES." Existing studies, including in social
epidemiology, have focused on the influence of SES on health. However, for the study of social
stratification, examining the influence of health on SES is also important, because an
investigation of causal mechanisms of socioeconomic inequality is fundamental to this domain.
In this paper, I analyze data from the 2015 Social Stratification and Social Mobility (SSM)
survey to investigate the influence of past health problems on SES. In the SSM, reasons for
turnover (reasons for workers to leave their jobs) were measured in the job history section, with
health reasons (turnover due to illness, injury, etc.) included among the reasons. I used turnover
due to health reasons as a proxy for past health problems and analyzed the relationship between
this factor and SES. The analysis yielded the following findings. First, workers in the periphery
of the labor market are likely to quit their jobs due to health reasons. Second, turnover due to
health reasons has a negative impact on employment status after resignation (higher risk of
unemployment) and annual wages (lower wages). Third, the impact of turnover due to health
reasons was equal to or greater than the impact of turnover due to involuntary reasons. These

findings suggest the importance of health as a determinant of socioeconomic inequality.

Keywords: Health, Social Stratification, Job History, Reasons for Turnover
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