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12.9% C. HP BTk & T H 27 b D,

20F, 1955 05 2015 FF ETD SSM AT — X IZ K - T, BEHEAEROHER 2 2272 b D
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Class Structure and Intergenerational Class Mobility

in Contemporary Japan

Kenji Hashimoto
(Waseda University)

Abstract

This article examines class structure on the basis of the 4-class scheme, consisting of the
capitalist, new-middle, working and old middle classes, and studies changes to class structure
in contemporary Japan. In particular, the quantitative composition of classes, disparities
between classes, and the structure and trends of intergenerational class mobility are examined.

In post-war Japan, the numbers of the old middle class have radically decreased, while those
of the new middle class and working class have increased. Disparities between the four
traditional classes have basically been maintained for 60 years. But in recent years, disparities
between two fractions of the working class, i.e. between regular and non-regular workers, have
increased. In consequence, non-regular workers have suffered disadvantages and deprivations,
and have formed a new lower class, i.e. an underclass.

In terms of intergenerational class mobility, the exclusiveness of the capitalist and working
classes has increased in recent years, while exclusiveness of the new middle class has

decreased in the long term and the old middle class has remained relatively stable.

Keywords : class structure, underclass, intergenerational class mobility
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