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Social Survey as a Social Participation:

Evaluating the influence of non-response bias
on the relationships between variables "

Hirosi TAKADA
(Sapporo Gakuin University)

Abstract

This study evaluates whether the bias of responding to social surveys affects the
relationship between various variables, especially political attitudes and social consciousness.
Whether to respond to a social survey or not may be related to the orientation and attitudes of
the surveyed person. Hence, a specific bias may arise in the collected survey data related to
whether or not survey targets respond to the survey. However, we cannot know the responses to
the relevant variables from survey targets whose data has not been collected, so we cannot
estimate this bias directly. Therefore, in this research, based on data about the missing
information, response or non-response is regressed by the information that can be learned there,
so as to estimate the hazard ratio of non-response. The estimated value obtained is then added to
the analysis model as a control variable in the collected data. The result of this model is
compared with that from the model before adding the control variable, and by analyzing how the
relationship changes, the bias is evaluated indirectly. As a result, it was found that the bias
affecting the relationship between the variables consists of the following two factors. The first is
a passive avoidance in which, although the target does not participate in society, they find it
difficult to object, and the second is an active avoidance that rejects the survey due to a

conventional orientation.

Keywords: Non-response bias, Social participation, Social survey
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