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Acquisition Process of Map-Information in Orientation and
Mobility for Blinds:
Ethnomethodology on Street-Walking Training Sessions for Visually Impaired Persons
Masaki YOSHIMURA, Naonori AKIYA, and Takanori SATO

The purpose of this study is finding the process of changing the map-information to more practical and applicable
knowledge for the life of visually impaired persons through the street-walking session, which is performed by them and
the specialists. The walking is defined in the leading text book “Foundations of Orientations and Mobility” as proficiency
in orientation and mobility. Visually impaired persons’ life with voluntary and independent travel by walking is subjects to
varying environmental conditions. The closer relations with the environment (familiarization) is said to be indispensable.
By analyzing gestural actions and conversations in O&M as the street-walking session, we would like to make clear how the

visually impaired persons attain map-information of frequently varying environmental conditions.
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