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Solving the Dilemma of Individual and Group Fan Identity

Based on an Interview Survey of ‘Visual-Kei Fan’
Yuko OBI

This paper will consider the dilemma that arises with the declaration of fan identities. Previous studies have
focused on fan identities from the perspective of fan studies. They did not differentiate between individual fan identities and
group fan identities. But this difference is important and results in a dilemma when declaring and processing fan identities. In
this paper, I analyze the ‘Visual-Kei (Visual Type) Fan’ and ‘Ban-Gal (Band girls)’ identities based on qualitative interviews. I
argue that through the deliberate use of “fan identity as the individual” and “fan identity as the group”, fans possess processing

patters that allows them to solve this dilemma.
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