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Rhetoric Analysis on the Japanese Controversy over Legislating
Pornographic Representations of Fictional Children:
An occurrence and functions of “Advocate contest”
Toshiaki SATO

Through the argument about the revision of the “Act on Punishment of Activities Relating to Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography, and the Protection of Children” finally passed in 2014, the controversy occurred over the supplementary pro-
vision which declared an investigation into the relation between pornographic representation of fictional children and sexual
crime against children. This provision was finally omitted from the passed bill.

In this controversy, both pros and cons of the provision arranged to justify their standpoints claiming that it was their sug-
gestion that truly contribute to child protection. In this paper, this situation which a status of genuine advocate was at stake is
named as “Advocate contest”.

This paper analyzed how this contest occurred and worked on the controversy. In this case, the contest occurred as a result
of three processes. First, a conclusion to solve the problem was proposed. Second, opposing claimsmakers “turned around”
the conclusion by criticizing that it would rather interfere with child protection. Third, an alternative conclusion was suggest-
ed before the contest occurred. Accompanied with this contest, the importance of child protection was warranted and shared
as a premise of the controversy by both claimsmakers. On the other hand, it became a point of the controversy how each side
grounded their claims. Finally, this contest worked favorable to opposing claimsmakers. They succeeded in dividing audiences

who supported the warrant of child protection and winning some of them.
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