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“Subjects” against Ironies:
A Study of Cultural Sociology on Seiko Matsuda/Akina Nakamori

Hiroyuki ISHIKAWA

This paper analyzes the issue of the subjectivity of Seiko Matsuda and Akina Nakamori from the perspective of cultural
sociology. Throughout the 1980s, pluralizing her personality, Matsuda described two stories: independence of women, and
the invalidation of meaning. These eventually restored the concept of “idol.” On the other hand, Nakamori ironically regarded
herself as a stranger in her performance of solitude. Their subjects are in the ironism non-referencing toward common external
criteria. These logics are so influenced by the 80’s contexts, especially semiology in the consumption society, the displacement
of Americanism in Japan and self-conformity on TV-media. These elements came together to bring about vague borders
between self and others, and between reality and virtuality. In front of self-copying ironism, Matsuda and Nakamori tried not

only adaptation herself, but also resistance through her own “personality” performatively.
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