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The Definitions of “Returnees” and “Returnees’ Abilities”
at University Admission Systems in Japan:
The Negative Consequences from the Perspective of
the Theory of Social Construction of Ability
Yoriko IDA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the definition of “Returnees”and the definition of “ Returnees’ Abilities” at the
university admission systems in Japan. Since the specialized admission system that is only for returnee students was set up by
the government in 1980s, each university has constructed its own admission examination for returnees in addition to Japanese
curriculum-based tests. This system has been recognized as a “relief measure for returnees” which means they do not necessar-
ily have to take the general examination. It actually helped returnee students, as they have studied within a different curriculum
in high school abroad from that in Japan. However, because each university defines the application qualification, examination
method, and/or test subjects, current condition of this system could not afford returnees’ various education experiences. This
study analyzes the contents of application guidebook of the top 20 universities as to the number of returnees enrolment through
the examination only for returnees. From the analysis, it is turned out that the definition of “Returnees” consists of reasons
returnees went abroad, education experiences, and duration after coming back to Japan. The *“ Returnees’ Abilities” is defined
via the results of unified examinations in foreign countries and in universities. Both definitions are established with combining
these elements by each university. From the perspective of the theory of Social Construction of Ability, it is each university that
plays a role to construct and define “Returnees” and “Returnees’ Abilities”. Though, the system could also bring about exclu-
sion of applicants and disadvantages to returnees because the returnees’ background of staying abroad or experiences are vari-

ous, such as reasons for studying high school overseas, learning languages, length of studying abroad, or curriculum contents.
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