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Development of Criticism of Modern Education (-al Studies) in
the Sociology of Education in Japan and its Reflection:
Based on the Argument of Mori Shigeo

TSUTSUMI, Takaaki / SAITO, Takanori

The purpose of this paper is to overview the development and the characteristics of the criticism of modern edu-
cation (-al studies) in the sociology of education in Japan through the argument of Mori Shigeo, and to propose the possibility
of criticizing education in sociology of education. First, we state the concern of this paper and the significance of Mori’s argu-
ments. Second, we reassess the arguments of Mori, and thirdly, clarify the characteristics and the limits of the criticism of mod-
ern education and educational studies in the sociology of education in Japan.

The main characteristic of Mori’s argument is thoroughgoing criticism of modern education and educational studies,
and to grant a special order to education and the thought that education is prevailing throughout society. Mori’s thoroughgoing
criticism of education and educational studies is worthwhile to discuss even today because most of the criticisms of education
and educational studies in the sociology of education were protection of education. However, the reason his argument has not
accepted enough is that he allows his theory for an interpretation for the better education. After these examinations, the method

of functional equivalent analysis without a priori setting of function of education is proposed.
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