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Japanese youth’s political interest and hobby/taste

TERACHI, Mikito | OGAWA, Tom

This study shows the relationship between Japanese youth’s political interest and their pursuits (namely “hobby”
and “taste”).

While some studies have focused on the effect of young people’s hobbies on forming social capital that influence
their political attitude, they have not identified the distinct effect that each hobby enjoyed by young people has on their political
attitude. In addition, previous studies have not considered the youth’s tastes, an important aspect of their pursuit, as cultural
capital.

By using 2010 data collected from young people in Nerima Ward and employing a quantitative approach, this study
examines (1) the difference between the effects of three hobbies (listening to music, reading novels, and reading comics), (2)

the unique effect of taste, and (3) the way to influence youth’s political interest. We also discuss the implications of this study.
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