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The Role-taking of Family Caregivers
in the ALS Patient Care at Home
:Focusing on the Active Role-taking in the Care Work
ISHIJIMA, Kentaro

How do family caregivers take roles in the ALS patients care at home? Some earlier studies regarded family care-
givers as people who play roles passively as expected. However, it is required to discuss how family caregivers take and in-
terpret roles actively, in order to update the family caregivers values. Through analyzing qualitative interview data, the author
revealed that to relieve the difficulty of this role, a family caregiver rethinks what to do and turns down patient’s requests at
times. The author also discovered that another family caregiver devoted herself entirely more than expected when her spouse
developed ALS, but she retook own role gradually. These family caregivers’ work is related to or affected by partnership with
professional caregivers and their skills. These aspects of family caregivers deepen understanding about the role that family

caregivers play, and implicate an effective support for family who has problems with care at home.
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