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Conceptual analysis of otaku:
Focusing on the early usage of the word otaku in magazines targeted at fandom
DAN, Yasuaki

The term otaku has been known to categorize a certain group of people ever since it was coined in the 80s. This
paper does not aim to explain the historical transformation of a tribe known as otaku, but describes how the category of otaku
opens up possibilities for human action, and how human activities affect the category of otaku.

Therefore, I have analyzed some articles and letters that appeared in Fanzines before the appearance of otaku cat-
egories (3) and columns written by Nakamori (4), and the news report on “M” crime, which is known as a catalyst for otaku
category (5).

My analysis indicates that readers initially perceived the category of otaku, used in articles written by Nakamori,
as having a negative meaning. However, this has subsequently changed to acquire a positive meaning. This change in the per-
ceived meaning of the category has opened up new possibilities for researching otaku with reference to other aspects of con-

sumer society.
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