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Rethinking the Myth of “Uman-ribu”

Towards a Total Perspective of Women’s Liberation Movements in Japan
HIGUMA, Ai

Looking back the history of second-wave feminism, it is usually portrayed as starting from “Uman-ribu,” the
movements that occurred in the 1970s with the aim of women'’ s liberation in Japan. In portraying the series of events
which followed this epoch, it has been indicated that it was this “Uman-ribu” that directly developed into “Feminism”
and “Women’ s Studies” ( that feminism was established in the 1980s) , and that feminism was later confronted with a
backlash in the 2000s. While movements aimed at women'’s liberation have been varied throughout history, “Uman-ribu”
is the only movement of second-wave feminism that has been considered in contemporary historiographies. Hence it
is not clear how the new women' s liberation movements, of which “Uman-ribu” was but one among many, expanded
into the subsequent movements. In this paper, we clarify the process of how historians have worked out this exclusive
scheme: “the only women' s liberation movement is Uman-ribu,” and claim that it is important to examine not only the

origins but also the whole history of the new women' s liberation movement.
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