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Kazuo Okochi’s Concept of the Total Social Capital

TANAKA , Ryoichi

Kazuo Okochi is one of the most important scholars of Sozialpolitik (social policy) in the 20th century

Japan. The total social capital is a key concept in his theory called “Okochi-riron” (Okochi theory). The purpose of

this article is to interpret this concept in its relation to his consideration about secularization of Sozialpolitik in his
“Doitsu Shakai Seisaku Shisoshi” (A History of German Socio-political Philosophy).

The secularization that Okochi argues in his theory means the process of the moral in Sozialpolitik

being diminished. Through the emphasis on his thoughts about secularization, this article attempts to clarify the

“physical” and “metaphysical” aspects in “Okochi-riron.”
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