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Dementia Its Metaphor in pre-World War I
Senile Dementia as an Illness for the Elderly

SEKIYA, Yukari

One of the central arguments and purposes of this article is to explain how in modern Japanese society, the
concept of “dementia” calls to mind an illness faced by the elderly. This is explained by putting forth the concept of
“dementia,” which until the mid-twentieth century, was used to refer to patients suffering from “dementia praecox”
and “progressive paralysis,” both of which are conditions generally used to characterise criminal or deviant behavior.

The use of a different word - “dementia” - is for ease of reference to an illness faced by the elderly.
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