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(MREEFEH) DEILL TV o Tz, HiEH
R RD SREMEEOHEZ HiFd [t
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A structural outline of discourses on mental disorders
in pre-World War II Japan

Focusing on the processes of “repression of deviance” and “medicalization of daily life”

SATO, Masahiro

Many researches have discussed the historical process of the “medicalization of insanity” in modern
societies. Although these studies have revealed the transmuting process of psychiatric taxonomy or methods
of medical treatment and so on, they primarily focused on the history of insanity that was related to deviants
or criminals. However, in the twentieth century, insanity was renamed “mental disorder” or “mental illness”
and became a more familiar problem to the lay public, not just to deviants. Therefore, we need to consider the
medicalization process of insanity from both the viewpoints of “repression of deviance” and “medicalization of
daily life,” which have been the two main perspectives adopted by modern psychiatry. This article explores how
and why some types of mental illnesses (for example, neurasthenia) became a commonly discussed matter for
the general public in pre-WW II Japan, and considers the relationship between the two medicalization processes

mentioned above from a historical perspective.
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