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Parents’ practice of accepting their children with disabilities

and their eugenic viewpoint
Association of Parents of Children with Congenital Limb Defects in the 1970’s and 1980’s
HORI, Tomobhisa

The objective of this paper is to look back on the activities of the Association of Parents of Children with Congenital
Limb Defects in order to study how the parents have accepted children with disabilities, how difficult it has been for them to
get rid of the eugenic viewpoint, and how this fact affected their movement considerably. As can be understood from this paper,
in the 1980’s, the association’s members felt that limits had been reached in determining the cause of birth defects and they also
realized that they could no longer disregard disabled persons’ viewpoints. As a result, they started a new movement in which
children with disabilities are accepted as they are. However, this does not mean that the eugenic viewpoint of the parents has
been completely discarded. In fact, they have been suspected of having a eugenic viewpoint and have been questioned about
this point even since 1980’s. The criticism on such parents’ eugenic viewpoint led to the gradual change of their subsequent
movement. This paper shows the historical change of the activities of the Association of Parents of Children with Congenital
Limb Defects, parents’ conflict on their eugenic viewpoint, and how the parents dealt with the criticism directed at their eugenic

viewpoint.
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