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A“bridge” for the “sacredness”
Rethinking the conceptions of “play” by Huizinga and Caillois
Hashisako, Mizuho

Why is a “spiritual” movement booming in Japan recently? M. Eliade’s conception of “bridge” for the
“sacredness” is conducive to approaching this question. Those devoted to the movement are trying seriously
to cross the “bridge” but never wish to reach the “sacredness” finally. It seems that they do not aim at getting
to the “sacredness” but they intend to only enjoy their trial of crossing the “bridge”. But why do they try light-
heartedly to cross the “bridge” although it makes one strained to do so? It seems to be a key to solve the question
to compare with the different conceptions of Huizinga and Caillois about “play” . In this paper I intend to verify
that the recent “spiritual” boom is promoted by the fact that the strain caused by the trial of approaching the

“sacredness” is being lost among people in the social change.
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