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The Conditions of Validation of Luhmannian Systems Theory

Toward the Elucidation of His Motivation and the Evaluation of His Theory

Takeshi MITANI

Luhmann s radical propositions, such as actions are constituted in communications, are conditional
ones, whose validity is dependent upon the acceptance of his conception of systems theory. Therefore, in
order to accept Luhmannian propositions, it is necessary that his conception of systems theory is valid itself.
This conception cannot, however, be validated on the basis of an epistemological criterion of adequacy to
reality (This point is the central difference to the modelist theory-construction such as Parsonian one). This
impossibility is derived from that Luhmannian systems theory is a theory about non-ontological systems
defined as limited set of possibilities. So, in order to test his theory, it is necessary to discover his practical
motives which differ from epistemological motives. This paper seeks to find these motives in discussions about
functional analysis, system rationality and sociological enlightenment, which deviate from the pure theoretical
description or explanation, and concludes that Luhmann is motivated by the desire to construct a practical
theory which respects pluralism. Finally, in comparison with competing theories (social choice theory, theory
of justice), we suggest that there are uniquely sociological characteristics of non-normativity and existence

(Bestand) problem.



