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Historical Sociology of Industrial Sport

Focusing on the Japanese Volleyball Team in Tokyo Olympic

ARATA, Masafumi

When we examine the development of sport in Japan, it is impossible to ignore industrial sport, which

has been playing an important role throughout the post war era. In criticizing the theory of industrial sociology

and sport sociology in previous studies, I suppose, instead of taking the concepts of company and sport for

granted, to reinterpret industrial sport in the light of factory recreation.

This paper describes the process how the YMCA-invented volleyball transformed from bare recreation

for mill-girls to a competitive sport between companies, until the eventual acquisition of Gold Medal in the 1964
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Tokyo Olympic.
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