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Textual Analysis of the First Edition of Ch’dphaesiné
~ FUKUIRei

Ch’Ophaesind is the official textbook of the Japanese language made by the Chosén
dynasty. It was first compiled in the 17* century and revised twice in the 18"
century. It contains Japanese texts mainly in the form of dialogues between Chostn
and Japanese officials, with each sentence accompanied by sound notation and
corresponding Korean translation. There have been many linguistic studies of this
textbook, because of the antiquity and colloquial nature of the Japanese and Korean
languages used in it. But, previous studies tended to discuss specific linguistic topics
in phonology, grammar, vocabulary and so on, so that the organization of this text,
seen as a whole, remains unclear.

The aim of this study was to analyze the text as a whole, focusing upon the plot,
main characters, historical events and social circumstances that are relevant to
understand correctly the storyline, stylistic characteristics and some typically
difficult Japanese expressions peculiar to this text. As a result of this analysis, it
has been shown that this text has a rigid storyline. In other words, it is not a mere
collection of various scenes but the scenes are mutually related to make up a story. I
have also argued that the main character of the story can be said to be the Korean
interpreter, in the sense that the life of such a person is reflected through various
tasks he has to face as an interpreter and an official at the same time.

A translated version of this text into modern Japanese is attached as an appendix,
in order to make it clear how the author of the present paper understood each scene,
with some additional explanation of each scene and the characters appearing
therein.
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